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Abstract:

Islamic architecture exhibits fundamental characteristics that have led to
the establishment of a unique architectural style, distinguished by its
integrated aesthetic and technical features. During the Islamic eras,
architectural ornamentation experienced remarkable development through
the use of Arabic calligraphy in its various forms, which added a distinctive
visual dimension. This was complemented by the precise fusion of intricate
geometric shapes and rich vegetal designs, as well as the application of
advanced engraving techniques on building materials such as stone,
marble, and gypsum, thereby contributing to a high standard of artistic
quality.

Intellectual, scientific, and cultural advancements played a significant role
in paving the way for the evolution of traditional ornamental arts. This
progression led to the emergence of an innovative decorative style during
the Abbasid period, characterized by the adoption of distinctive concepts
and ideas that set it apart from earlier practices, thereby endowing it with
both symbolic and aesthetic value that has become exemplary.

This artistic integration is reflected in the establishment of high aesthetic
standards, which have formed an iconic image in the field of architecture
and continue to serve as a reference in both artistic and architectural
studies. The current study aims to provide a detailed description of the
elements of [slamic ornamentation, with special attention to the design and
artistic execution—or the expressive style—of the decorative unit. This is
achieved by outlining the artistic and aesthetic values inherent in each unit
and analyzing the refined artistic taste employed by the artist in the
balanced distribution and repetition of these elements, ensuring continuous
innovation and creativity to prevent any sense of monotony or tedium.
Furthermore, the study seeks to illustrate the significant impact of
decorative art on Islamic civilization, highlighting its role in shaping the
spiritual and intellectual identity of Muslim communities, which has
elevated this art form to a status that transcends mere aesthetics,
transforming it into a symbol of belonging and Islamic identity.
Keywords: Arabesque, Islamic Ornamentation, Water Ornamentation,
Islamic Inscriptions.
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