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The Legal Framework for Humanitarian Aid in Armed Conflicts in the
Light of the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Study in Light of International

Humanitarian Law
Heba Eidan Abd Ali
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University of Babylon / College of Arts

Abstract: We examined the legal foundations governing the provision
of this aid in accordance with international humanitarian law,
particularly the 1949 Geneva Conventions, their Additional Protocols,
and customary rules, which impose a legal obligation on parties to a
conflict to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid to civilian
populations. We also highlighted the role of international humanitarian
organizations in providing humanitarian aid and the right of civilians to
receive assistance without discrimination. In the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the research addresses the challenges posed by the global
health crisis to the application of international humanitarian law. The
study demonstrated how preventive measures, such as border closures
and quarantine measures, restricted the movement of humanitarian aid
and obstructed the delivery of relief to affected civilians. Any
obstruction without legal justification constitutes a violation of
international legal obligations. The research concluded that the
effectiveness of the international humanitarian legal framework
requires strengthening implementation and monitoring mechanisms and
developing flexible tools that keep pace with complex crises, while
ensuring a balance between national sovereignty and international
obligations. This ensures that fundamental humanitarian principles that
protect the rights of civilians in times of conflict and global crises are
not undermined.
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