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Visits and Pilgrimage in the Christian religion -The Route of Pain (Via

Dolorosa) as a Model - Comparison with the Fortieth Day Visit

Pro. Dr. Mohammed Fahad Al-Qaisi

Faculty of Education and Humanities - Wasset University

Abstract

The March of the Route of Pain is one of the most prominent rituals in Christianity, it launches in the
Old City of Al-Quds simulating the march of “Jesus Christ” from the site of his trial to the site where he
was crucified as per the Christian’s beliefs. Christians are keen to revive this ritual by marching along

this path to console the Prophet Issa (peace be upon him) and earn God’s bless.

This rite is very similar to Muslims’ march on the Fortieth Day Visit, where in both rites believers
march towards the site where their beloved Holy person was unjustly killed, Christians march towards
the crucifixion site and Muslims march towards Imam Al-Hussain’s martyrdom site. Both marches are
accompanied by social and religious and social activities with carols, anthems and effects to remind the
marchers of the calamity with deep sadness overwhelming the crowds. The research will clarify all this

in three focuses:
First — Historical Brief on the Route of Pain (Via Dolorosa)
Second- Road stations, Religious and Social Activities
Third- Comparison with the March of the Fortieth Day Visit
Finale and appendices.

Keywords: Route of Pain March, the Fortieth Day Visit, Christ (peace be upon him).
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