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Contributions of the vulnerable segments of the fortieth visit

Documentation and views

Pr. Samir Khalil Shamto Pr. Dr. Makki Abdel Majid

College of Tourism Sciences-Karbala University College of Tourism Sciences-Karbala University

Abstract

Every year during the blessed 40th Day Visit “Al Arba’een Visit” many segments of the Iraqi society
volunteer to offer free, harmonious, multiple, and diverse hospitality services - “Al Arba’een Visit” is
the yearly pilgrimage to Imam Al-Hussain Shrine (peace be upon him) to commemorate his fortieth day

of martyrdom.

Visitors (pilgrims) await impatiently for this time of the year to go visit Imam Al Hussein (peace
be upon him) and stay several days in the holy city of Karbala. At that time of the year hosts from all
segments of the society compete in providing visitors with various specialized hospitality services whilst
poverty or any form of material disability (which characterizes the vulnerable segments of society) do
not hinder their passionate competition in providing Imam Al Hussain’s visitors with the best of those

free services, and do not hinder their participation in “Al Arba’een Visit” marches and other rituals.

These volunteers from the vulnerable segments of society use their annual savings to offer free
hospitality services to visitors of Imam Al Hussain (peace be upon him) during “Al Arba’een Visit”, also

many people finance them to sustain their voluntary services.

Keywords: vulnerable segments, volunteering, volunteer, rituals, hospitality services, “Al
Arba’een Visit”, 40th Day Visit.
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