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The Impact of Climate Change on Human Rights and Ways to Confront it in Light of
International Law
Asst. Prof. Dr. Khalid Awad Hammadi Al-Alwani,
Al-Maarif University College - Anbar
Abstract
It has become established that climate change has negative effects on human rights, based on
the repercussions of this phenomenon on these rights. This is because the grave effects of
climate change were not limited to the environment surrounding humans, but rather affected
humans themselves. Climate change has become a challenge that must be confronted as a result
of the interaction it entails. The environmental factors and surrounding circumstances cast a
shadow on the human being who is its victim.
The devastating effects that the phenomenon of climate change could have, including the
patterns it entails, undoubtedly affect human rights, and although it has been a cause for
international attention to confront it and address its harmful effects through agreement on legal
mechanisms contained in international instruments represented by the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change. In 1992, the Kyoto Protocol of 1997annexed to
it, and then the Paris Climate Agreement of 2015, however, they do not guarantee real and
absolute protection for human rights that may be affected by this phenomenon unless this is
accompanied by a real will to pursue effective methods that translate the obligations contained
under those instruments into tangible reality.
Keywords: climate change, framework agreement, Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement, human
rights.
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