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Summary

This research aims to shed light on Imam Tahir ibn Ashur's position on
the various Quranic readings in revealing meanings, and his reliance on the
Mutawatir (consecutive) readings in his interpretation. This contrasts with
many ancient and contemporary commentators, who have extensively
addressed the various correct and deviant readings in their interpretations.
He believes that the mutawatir (consecutive) readings are the fundamental
condition for the acceptance of a reading. The three conditions stipulated by
scholars—consistency with a specific aspect of Arabic, conformity with the
script of the Qur'an, and authenticity of the chain of transmission—are
conditions found only for non-mutawatir readings. Mutawatir (consecutive)
readings are independent of these conditions, as their mutawatir
(consecutive) makes them authoritative and unnecessary to rely on the
consensus of the Qur'an. Any reading that meets these three conditions is
considered correct, but does not reach the level of mutawatir (consecutive)
readings, and is thus considered an authentic hadith. The research also
focused on what Ibn Ashour established in his interpretation, stating that
adding to a text is not abrogation. Similarly, specifying a general or
restricting an absolute is not abrogation. Earlier interpreters considered
restricting an absolute to be abrogation, but only if consensus is based on a
legal text. In this case, the text is a true abrogator of the ruling. Ibn Ashour
also indicated in his interpretation that the basic principle is that the
readings agree on meaning, and if there is a difference in meaning, this is
required to allow for multiple meanings within a single verse. He also
highlighted Ibn Ashour's efforts in defending the transmitted readings
against those who challenge them, including linguists and others. This is all
done through Surat An-Nisa, Al-Ma'idah, and Al-An‘am.
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