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Effect of pinching and plant spacing on growth and yield of (
Carthamus tinctorius L.) safflower

Abstract

An experiment was conducted 2005/2006 to study the effect of pinching and plant
spacing (0, 25 , 35, 45cm ) on growth and total yield of safflower (Carthamus
tinctoius) in the Technical Institute / Musaib . Randomize Complete Block Design
with 4 riplications . Pinching was done before flowering and during bloom period.
Results showed that pinching had a significant effect on vegetative and reproductive
growth . Pinched plants with 35 cm apart gave highest values of plant height , shoot
numbers , capsules numbers , plant number of seeds / capsule , number of seeds /
plant , number of secondary shoots , dry matter of the vegetative part and total yield
( seeds ) which 141.50cm, 53.30 shoot, 66capsule, 43 seed/capsule,
2846.00seed/plant, 34cm, , 22.60secondary shoot, 98.19g and 106.04g/plant 7.40g )
respectively . Control treatment on the other hand , gave lowest values of the above
mentioned traits ; 70.20cm, 10.70shoot, 25.10capsule, 24.17 seed/capsule,
621.10seed, 10.23cm. 10.12mm,3secondaryshoot,52.60g,25.10cm)respectively .
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