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Abstract:
This study explores the evolution of the social contract theory from classical philosophy to modern political
thought by analyzing the ideas of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and John Rawls
regarding political legitimacy and the role of the state in ensuring justice and stability.The research examines
Hobbes' concept of the social contract, which views the state of nature as chaotlc and violent, necessitating an
absolute authority to maintain order. In contrast, Locke proposed a more liberal perspective, arguing that the
social contract should protect natural rights (life, liberty, and property) and that people have the right to revolt
agalnst a government that violates these rights. Rousseau emphasized that legitimacy comes from the general
will, advocating for direct democracy as a means to achieve social justice. In modern thought, Rawls redefined

the social contract as a framework for achieving justice as fairness, based on the principles of liberty and equal
opportunities. The study also discusses the Impact of these theories on modern political systems. Hobbes' Ideas
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influenced authoritarian regimes, while Locke's philosophy laid the foundation for liberal democracies.
Rousseau’s concepts Inspired revolutionary and republican movements, whereas Rawls’ principles contributed
to social justice policies in welfare states.The research concludes that the social contract theory remains highly
relevant in contemporary political thought, forming the basis for human rights, democracy, and the rule of law,

with the necessity of adapting it to meet the challenges of the modern world.
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