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The Role of Nature Reserves in Developing Ecotourism in Iraq
Baghdad and Anbar Governorates as a Model
Assistant Professor Noor Hassoun Aliwi Zboun
College of Education, Al-Mustansiriya University
noor.h@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq
Abstract

Nature reserves represent an important and essential economic resource for countries if
they are utilized to develop ecotourism, which is an important type of highly profitable
commercial and investment activity that has become a major industry at the local and
international levels. Therefore, this study is of particular importance because it examines
the role of nature reserves in developing ecotourism in Iraqg.

Reserves are environmentally essential for preserving biodiversity and protecting species
from extinction. They are an attempt to enhance ecosystem sustainability in light of the
environmental challenges and problems that threaten their existence. The most significant
problems threatening the ecosystem are urban sprawl, desertification, the decline of
vegetation cover, the extinction of some species, the dominance of some invasive alien
species, pollution, natural and man-made fires, as well as overfishing, resource
extraction, minefields, lack of awareness of the importance of reserves, and drought.

Furthermore, the research aims to provide a spatial analysis of these reserves and reveal
the importance of nature reserves and their role in preserving biodiversity in Iraq,
particularly in Baghdad and Anbar. Baghdad Governorate has three reserves: Al-
Radwaniyah Reserve, Rawdat Al-Mahma Reserve in the Dora area (Mahmoudiya
District), and Kasiba Reserve in the Mahmoudiya District. Anbar Governorate has two
reserves: Al-Dabaa and Al-Samad Reserves. The research adopted a descriptive and
analytical approach, which relies on analyzing the problems associated with the reserve
and attempting to find solutions through a geodata base for the reserve's environment.
This approach aims to monitor the problems and natural and human-made hazards facing
the ocean environment in the Dasa region.

Keywords: (Nature reserves, development, ecotourism, geographic information systems).
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