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Public relations in educational institutions and its role in
protecting youth from negative influences

FAISAL FOUAD MOHAMMED
University of Baghdad / College of Media
Edek2019@mail.ru
Abstract:

Public relations plays an essential role in educational institutions, as it aims to
build a safe and supportive school environment and promote positive values
among students. This role is especially important in light of the increasing
behavioral challenges that students face, such as school violence, bullying, cyber
addiction, and other social phenomena that affect their academic and personal
growth.

This research aims to study the impact of different awareness programs offered by
educational institutions on students' behavior in Iraqg, focusing on the differences
between public and private schools, as well as the impact of geographical location,
whether in urban or rural areas. To achieve this, the descriptive-analytical
approach was adopted, where questionnaires were distributed to a sample of 50
students of different age groups to measure the extent of their response to
different awareness programs.

The results showed that media guidance, through awareness campaigns through
traditional and digital media, was the most effective in improving students'
behavior and increasing their awareness of social risks. The study also showed
significant differences in students' response to these programs according to the
type of school, with private schools showing more interest in implementing
awareness programs than public schools. The study also found that students in
urban areas were more engaged with the awareness programs than their
counterparts in rural areas, highlighting the need to develop strategies that suit
different cultural and social contexts.

The study emphasizes the need to strengthen the role of public relations in
educational institutions by developing comprehensive strategies that include
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innovative awareness campaigns, engaging the family and community in guiding
students' behavior, and providing a supportive school environment that promotes
positive values and protects youth from increasing behavioral and social risks.

Keywords: (Public Relations, Media Awareness, Educational Institutions, Student
Behavior, Preventive Programs).
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