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Abstract

The current research aims to investigate the effect of the Wait Time
Strategy on holistic thinking among second-grade intermediate female
students in the subject of Social Studies. To achieve the research
objective, the researcher formulated the following null hypothesis:
‘There is no statistically significant difference at the level of (0.05)
between the mean scores of the experimental group students who
studied according to the Wait Time Strategy and the mean scores of the
control group students who studied the same subject using the

traditional method in the holistic thinking test in Social Studies."
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The researcher adopted the experimental method, employing a quasi-
experimental design with two equivalent groups, as it aligns with the
objectives of the research. The research population consisted of
second—grade intermediate female students in morning public
intermediate and secondary schools under the General Directorate of
Education in Al-Qadisiyyah for the academic year (2024-2025). The
researcher purposively selected Dhat Al-Sawari Intermediate School for
Girls as the sample school. The research sample comprised (70)
students, with (35) students in the experimental group who were taught
using the Wait Time Strategy, while the control group included (35)
students who were taught using the traditional method.

The holistic thinking scale consisted of (29) items. The validity of the
scale was verified through face validity and construct validity, along with
item discrimination indices, and the reliability coefficient of the scale was
calculated. The experimental procedure began in the second semester
of the academic year (2024/2025) on Sunday, February 9, 2025, and
concluded on Friday, April 25, 2025. After the completion of the
experiment, the research tool was administered to both groups, and the
data were statistically analyzed using the Stafistical Package for the
Social Sciences (SPSS). The results revealed the following:

There was a statistically significant difference between the mean scores
of the experimental group students who studied using the Wait Time
Strategy and the control group students who studied the same content
using the traditional method in the holistic thinking scale, in favor of the
experimental group.

Based on the findings of the current research, the researcher drew the
following conclusions:

1. The researcher recommends the use of modern teaching methods to

encourage students’ active participation in the learning process.
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2.The researcher recommends that Social Studies teachers adopt the
Wait Time Strategy, which is based on clear procedural steps for
teaching the subject.
To complement this study, the researcher proposed several
suggestions:
1.Conduct a study on the effectiveness of the Wait Time Strategy in
enhancing memorization, information comprehension, and using the
results to improve the educational process and student training
programs.
2.Conduct a study on the impact of using active learning strategies and
holistic thinking in improving skills and enhancing knowledge acquisition.
Keywords: Wait Time Strategy, Holistic Thinking
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