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Narrative Structure between Tradition and Modernity in the Arabic
Novel
Dr. Alaa Qahtan Abdul Rahman
General Directorate of Education Diyala

Abstract:

This study deals with the development of narrative structure in the Arabic novel,
explaining the differences between traditional and modern styles. Understanding this
structure is essential to understanding how it affects the formation of events, characters,
and the depth of meanings within literary texts. The study aims to: analyze the narrative
structure in classical and modern Arabic novels, identify the basic elements of narrative
and how they have developed, and shed light on the cultural and social changes that have
affected Arabic narrative. The importance of this study lies in shedding light on the
interactions between traditional and modern narrative styles, which contributes to
enhancing the literary and cultural understanding of the Arabic novel. This study also
provides a reference for researchers in literature to understand the changes that have
occurred in narration over time. The main problem is how to balance traditional and
modern narration techniques, and what are the factors that led to the preference of one
over the other in different literary writings. The descriptive analytical approach will be
used, as selected texts from ancient and modern Arabic novels were analyzed, which
helped to understand the changes in narrative structure, the narration methods used, and
their impact on the literary experience. The results showed that modern novels tend to use
advanced narrative techniques such as polyphony, and manipulation of time and place,
reflecting a shift towards a more complex and in-depth narration. In contrast, traditional
novels are characterized by their reliance on a linear style and simple narrative tools. The
study also recommends the necessity of conducting future studies that shed light on the
impact of contemporary culture on narrative structure, encouraging young writers to
explore new narrative styles that benefit from traditional heritage and integrate it with
modern techniques, and enhancing academic research on the Arab novel through
workshops and conferences that bring together writers and critics. This study also hopes
to provide new insights into how the Arab narrative continues to develop and its impact
on cultural and societal identity.

Keywords:( Narrative structure, Arab novel, tradition and modernity, Iraqi
novel, narrative style).
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