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Gender stereotyping in children’s songs, an analytical study of the
songs of Birds of Paradise and Karamish TV channels
Researcher name: Aliyaa Hasim Abdul Ameer
Imam Al-Kadhim College of Islamic Sciences [ Department of Media

Abstract

Television programs directed to children are witnessing great demand
by investors and international production companies, due to the profits
they generate because they target a wide segment and their circle is
constantly expanding. Represented by the children's segment .These
programs have become close to the child inside the home, carrying with
them new and advanced methods to win over the child and control his
perceptions and behaviors. Among the methods used for this purpose
are children’s songs, for which channels have been allocated that
provide the child with ideas, information, and values and bring him
pleasure at the same time. Children’s songs contribute to children’s
social upbringing, to introducing them to their gender, and at the same
time teaching them the most important gender standards related to their
gender, such as the psychological characteristics that are considered
appropriate for one gender and not for the other. The process of
interconnection and correlation between gender and role for both
genders, and awareness of that, is what makes the child adhere to with
his identity and prevent his deviation.

Hence the research problem came, which was to identify the contents
contained in children’s songs related to the concept of gender
stereotyping of the child. To achieve this purpose, the content analysis
approach was used to identify methods of employment and gender
stereotyping in songs directed to children through the Karamish and
Birds of Paradise channels. The study concluded There is a connection
between the trait of boldness and courage with masculinity, because our

Eastern society focuses on the male being bold and facing difficulties,
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while the female should be cooperative with the male and more shy.
The study also found that the value of obedience is more closely linked
to females than to males, as most of the sample songs focused on the
girl’s obedience to her parents and her cooperation with her mother in
cooking, cleaning, and caring for her younger siblings, and that the
value of security is linked more to males than to females, as the songs
focused on the fact that the male is — the true support of the family -
and he A source of security for his family.

Keyword: Gender stereotyping in children's songs
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