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The Inherent International Jurisdiction of Iraqi Courts
Researcher: Wajoud Khalaf Lafta Prof. Ayad Mutasher Sayhoud,
College of Law, University of Dhi Qar

Abstract:

The courts of the State are competent to consider the disputes determined by
the rules of jurisdiction, and these rules determine the criteria on the basis of which
jurisdiction is given to the courts of the State, whether these disputes are purely
national - with regard to domestic jurisdiction - or tainted with a foreign element -
related to international jurisdiction.

When each state establishes the rules of international jurisdiction, it is
independent in determining the cases that fall within the jurisdiction of its courts. This
independence comes from the principle of the state’s freedom to organize its
jurisdiction, which it derives from international law.
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The national legislator is responsible for stating the cases of an international
nature, which fall within the jurisdiction of its courts. The jurisdiction of civil courts
relates to all disputes that occur on the territory of the state, whether the parties are
nationals or residents, and which relate to legal actions, material facts, or funds located
on its territory. This international jurisdiction is established for national courts despite
the presence of a foreign element in them.

Keywords: (jurisdiction, Iraqi courts).
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