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Tithes in ancient Yemeni temples

Dr. Othman Fadhel Abbas
University of Kirkuk / College of Arts

Abstract

he study aims to shed light on an important source of the Yemeni temple

economy, which is the sacred tithes collected from agricultural crops,
commercial activity, inheritances, and from every profitable activity prac-
ticed by the individual in ancient Yemen, as the temples received their
share of it and the temple priests were keen to collect these tithes as they
were the share of the gods in People’s money.

The study revealed the impact of the religious factor on the economy of tem-
ples, the nature of the tithe tax, its importance in Yemeni religious thought,
methods of collecting it, and the role of priests in organizing it according
to a precise system.

The ancient Yemeni states and temples enacted a number of laws and decrees
in order to regulate them, in addition to the existence of an administrative-
religious apparatus that took care of this financial source.
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