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their origins and development:Arabic dictionaries
AL-IRAQIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDIA
D r. Abed mohsin hamad
Abstract

The Arab nation¢ during its pre—Islamic era and at the beginning of
Islam¢ did not know the dictionary because the Arabs did not need this
type of book. Arabic was their language and their tongue. with which
they communicated and recited their poetry. So they inherited it from

their predecessors. so they preserved it without writing it down. because
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they were an illiterate nation. and time had separated modern Arabic
from classical Arabic and the era of linguistic protest and pure dialogue
with the Bedouins. So dialects spread on people’s tongues. and the
characteristics of dialects and their sounds spread among them:. so they
spoke in new or generated words and other words and adhered to
them. The need to use a linguistic dictionary is always urgent. Indeed:
its importance is great for everyone who speaks the Arabic language:
as the speaker’s ability to comprehend vocabulary is limited by the field
of his specialty: level of culture« and level of achievement. The word
“dictionary” was used to indicate that it is a book that includes the words
of the language« explains their meanings: and removes their ambiguity.
This type of dictionary is called several names: “dictionaries of
meanings:” “dictionaries of topics.” and “classified dictionaries.” The
purpose of writing an Arabic dictionary was to protect Arabic from being
intruded upon by an intruder whom you do not approve of or by a
foreign language whom it aspires toc and to protect it from errors in
pronunciation or understanding. These dictionaries aim to collect
linguistic words with an objective relationship under a specific book:
which can be referred to by those who know the meaning and by those
who want to know the utterance of the word used for it
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