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Historical Discourse in Ancient Iragi Myths and Epics: Nomadism
and Civilization as a Model
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Abstract
The geographical nature of Mesopotamia made it a haven and a place

of stability for many who roamed ancient Irag. As a result, various human
groups migrated to Mesopotamia from different directions, most notably
from the western regions of the upper Euphrates and the Levant Valley.
These migrations occurred at different times, with large movements
originating from the desert. Some migrated peacefully, while others used
force, heading toward the capitals of Sumerian cities.

The class and social divide, as well as the superiority of the urban
structure that characterized Sumerian society—an agricultural society
built on cooperation among its members—contrasted with the nomadic
lifestyle, which was based on constant movement and migration. This
class disparity, particularly between the city-dwellers and the nomadic
peoples migrating towards the cities, influenced the customs and cultures
of both groups, fostering a sense of superiority among the urban
population over the Bedouins.

This social tension is reflected in the texts of ancient Iragi myths and
epics, offering a socio-historical portrayal of individuals' lives and
relationships in one of the oldest civilized societies in human history.
KeyWords: Discourse, Myths, Epics — Nomadism, Civilization.
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