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Turkey and Russia's policy towards the Central Asian
republics and its impact on the relationship between the two
countries (1991-2002)

Dr. Ammar Abdul-Ridha M. Al-Zubaidi
Director of Education in Maysan

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, independent countries
emerged that were previously under its banner. Among the countries that
gained independence are the Central Asian republics (Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan). The recent
independence of these countries, along with their economic problems, led
these countries to look abroad to resolve their problems. In return, the
eyes of competing regional and international powers turned to them.
Turkey was among the active powers in Central Asia, coming in first
place compared to the Iranian, Russian and Chinese roles, as Turkey
enjoys a relative advantage, which is the ethnic, linguistic and cultural
ties shared with these republics. Turkey sought to benefit from this
advantage and achieved great results thanks to it in penetrating these
republics to achieve political, economic and strategic goals. The research
deals with the strategic importance of the Islamic republics in Central
Asia, the methods of Turkish orientation towards these republics in order
to achieve Turkey's political and economic goals, the policy followed by
Russia towards the Central Asian republics, and the nature of Turkish-
Russian relations during the period under study since the announcement
of the collapse of the Soviet Union on December 26, 1991 until the
Justice and Development Party assumed power in Turkey on November
18, 2002. The research was divided into four axes:
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