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The Speech of the Religious Authority and
the October Protests: A Study in Linguistic

Argumentation

Asst. Prof. Hassan Kadhum Hussein Al-Zuhairi

General Directorate of Education in Babylon
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Abstract

The theory of linguistic argumentation aims to study the
argumentative aspects of language based on a central hypothesis
that says: We speak with the intention of influencing through the
structures of statements, seeking to discover the internal rules
of discourse that control the sequence of statements and their
succession in a harmonious manner. This is because it has an
effective ability to unlock the locks of discourse, and explore its
remote areas that structuralism has failed to reach. Discourse is a
sealed product that linguistic groups agree on. It is not a suspended
product that comes in blocks preserved in the skin of sanctity and
holiness.

Based on what was mentioned, this research paper monitored
the tools of argumentation adopted by the religious authority in
its sermons during the demonstrations that demanded political,
economic and security reform, and the impact of these tools on the
recipient in terms of influence and persuasion. From here came the
idea of this research, which is to monitor a group of argumentative
links and factors that the religious authority’s discourse is based
on during the period of the demonstrations which the supreme
religious authority called (the reform movement). It is data that
touches on the subject of analyzing these sermons and explaining
their impact on these sermons, and how these links and factors
cooperated to direct the movement of demonstrations in terms of
maintaining the peacefulness of the demonstrations, and ensuring
that these protests are purely national - as the authority expressed
in one of these sermons .

We will try in this study to stand on the various forms
of links and argumentative factors that were employed in these
sermons.

The research plan required dividing this research paper into
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three sections, the first of which included explaining the linguistic

and technical meanings of the arguments, the second explaining
the argumentative links, and the third undertook to explain the
argumentative factors that the preacher employed to deliver his
message to the government and officials on the one hand, and
the demonstrators demanding reform on the other hand. Then
a conclusion with the sum of what this research paper came out
with and a list of sources and references that the research benefited
from are given. |
Keywords: Reference discourse, October protests, linguistic

argumentation.
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