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Manifestations of Mu'tazila in the Interpretation
of Al-Tibyan by Sheikh Al-Tusi and its Impact on

Directing the Quranic Meaning

Asst. Prof. Dr. Haider Jabbar Daftar
Al-Qadisiyah University/ College of Education/ Department of Quranic

Sciences
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Abstract

In an attempt that I hope will be serious in discussing the
phenomenon of ‘Alienation’ (Mu'tazila) in the Interpretation of Al-
Tibyan by Sheikh Al-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him) the extent
of the legitimacy of this phenomenon, and whether it has examples
that indicate this and push towards changing the Quranic meaning...
and then prove or deny that?

As a researcher, I do not want to talk about the Mu'tazila in
terms of the fact that they are an Islamic sect with their own opinions
and beliefs, addressed by many sources. Nonetheless, I will delve as
much as Sheikh al-Tusi was attached to them in his interpretation.
He stated this in the introduction to his interpretation, saying: “And
the theologians - such as Abu Ali al-Juba’i and others - devoted their
attention to what is related to theological meanings. Among them are
those who added to that speech in the arts of his knowledge, and
introduced into it what is inappropriate for it, from the expansion
of the branches of jurisprudence, the differences of the jurists - like
Al-Balkhi and others - and the most correct of those who followed

in that a beautiful and moderate path, Muhammad bin Bahr, Abu ¢

Muslim Al-Isfahani, and Ali bin Isa Al-Rummani. Their two books
are the most correct of what was written in this meaning, except that
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they prolonged the sermons in it, and included in it much that is not
needed..." Introduction: 75

It is surprising that a scientific Quranic encyclopedia has
recently been printed that deals with, and even collects, the Mu'tazilite
interpretive heritage after being hidden in the books throughout the
time. This heritage was summarized by Dr. Khader Muhammad Nabha
from the Imami interpretations, at the forefront of which are the books
Al-Tibyan and Majma' Al-Bayan, as well as the Ash'ari interpretations,
led by Al-Razi's great interpretation. This is clear evidence that the
Mu'tazilite interpretive heritage constitutes a phenomenon in the
interpretation of Al-Tibyan that deserves to be studied. Dr. Nabha has
counted more than (300) places in which Sheikh Al-Tusi mentioned
the prominent Mu'tazilites in different places and on various issues.
As a researcher, I starts it with an introduction that includes the
manifestations of the Quranic meaning among the early scholars in
the first four Hijri centuries, divided between the interpretive legacy
in those centuries and Mu'tazilite thought as an interpretive tributary.
As for the first section, it sheds light on the Sheikh’s references in
explaining the Quranic meaning. From here, the paths of meaning
in the interpretation of Al-Tibyan open up to reveal the Mu'tazilite
interpretation and its effect on that.
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