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Criminal protection of the environment in criminal law
Rusul Noori Gaeed
Kut University College
Abstract

The study aims to highlight the criminal protection of the
environment in criminal law, given the importance of the environment in

human life and its significant impact on public health, the economy, and
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life in general. The researcher employed the descriptive analytical
method to review and analyze the texts of international treaties, legal
provisions, and legislation related to environmental protection, and to
evaluate the effectiveness of these texts in deterring environmental
crimes and punishing offenders.
The research concluded that criminal protection of the environment
requires stringent legislation and effective implementation procedures to
be genuinely deterrent and protective. The results showed varying
effectiveness of current criminal laws in protecting the environment,
largely depending on political will and available oversight resources. The
study also found significant difficulties in enforcing environmental laws
due to a lack of public awareness and resources allocated for oversight
and investigation. Additionally, the study highlighted the crucial role of
international cooperation in enhancing criminal protection of the
environment, especially in addressing transboundary environmental
crimes. It also identified legal gaps that allow offenders to escape
punishment, particularly concerning indirect or long—term impact crimes.
Keywords: environment, environmental crimes, environmental
legislation, environmental pollution, criminal penalties,
environmental oversight, environmental criminalization.
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