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Historicism of the Quranic Text and the Authority of Sharia Texts
(A Critical Study)

M.M.: Zahraa Sajid Ali Al-Zubaidi
Al-Mustansiriyah University [ College of Basic Education

Abstract
The term “historicism” first emerged in Western modernist thought in

the 19th century, and this term penetrated Arab modernist thought in the
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early 1970s. The book “Arabs and Historical Thought” is considered one
of the earliest works written on this subject. We clarified what
modernists mean by the term “historicism” and how they define it, and
we provided several definitions in order to arrive at a clear
understanding of the topic.
Modernists also emphasized the necessity of reinterpreting religious
texts, with their goal being to liberate themselves from religious texts
and surpass them, rather than to understand and affirm them. They
have strived to suspend the Sharia rulings in certain religious texts that
they see as unsuitable for the conditions of contemporary social reality.
They have endeavored to abolish the application of Islamic law in
matters related to worship and transactions.
Modernists relied on Western methodological tools in their approach to
Islamic religious texts, focusing on the historical and cultural context in
which the verses were revealed. They believe that understanding the
reason for the revelation of a verse helps determine the applicability of
the ruling in modern circumstances, as some rulings might be tied to
specific historical conditions and therefore need reinterpretation to align
with the present time.
Keywords: historicism, reinterpretation of religious texts, critique
of the concept, governing texts, modernists.
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