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Abstract
The current research aims to identify the following:
1. The sense of purpose among newly appointed professors at Al-
Mustansiriya University.
2. Differences in sense of purpose according to gender variables (male,
female) among newly appointed professors at Al-Mustansiriya
University.
3. Differences in sense of purpose according to the variables of
academic achievement (Master’s, Doctorate) among newly appointed
professors at Al-Mustansiriya University.
The research sample consisted of (200) professors, distributed
according to the variable of gender (males and females) and the
variable of academic achievement (Master’s, PhD). They were— chosen
by a random stratified method with equal distribution, and a measure of
sense of purpose was prepared according to Damon’s definition and
theory (Damon, 2003). The number of items in the scale was (27), and
then the psychometric properties were—-extracted by finding the
discriminatory power of each item in the scale and finding the
relationship of the item to the total score of the two scales. The
researcher also extracted reliability using the Cronbach’s alpha and
split-half methods, and the reliability value was using the Cronbach’s
alpha method for the sense of purpose scale. (0.810) As for its value,
as well as the reliability value with the split-half method, it reached
(0.720) and after processing the data statistically using the Statistical
Portfolio for the Social Sciences (SPSS), the researcher reached the
following results:
1. The research sample of professors has a sense of purpose.

2. Males do not differ from females in their sense of purpose.
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3. Holders of a master’s degree are—characterized by a greater sense
of purpose than holders of a doctoral degree.
In light of the results of the current research, the researcher came up
with a number of recommendations and proposals.
Keywords: sense of purpose, newly appointed professors, Al-
Mustansiriya University
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