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Abstract

Defamation is considered as one of the civil torts, as well as other
torts, included in the English law of torts, such as negligence, naissance,
trespass to land, and trespass to persons.

It is worth-bearing in mind that the law of torts is regarded as a
customary unwitting law based upon judicial precedents issued by English
courts.

This study aims at defining defamation, determining its main types,
which are libel and slander, drawing a distinction between it and some
other kinds of English civil torts, as well as explaining the legal base upon
which the legal liability arising from defamation is based upon, and
comparing this base with that upon which the legal liability arising fromk
illegal act in Iraqi civil law is based and finally studying the basic conditions
to be satisfied in order for the liability to arise, and the effect of this liability.
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(1) Catherine Elliott and Frances Quinn, ibid, p.223.

(2) Kenneth Abraham, The Forms and Functions of Tort Law, Second ed. Foundation
Press, 2002, p.258.

(3) Catherine Elliott and Frances Quinn, ibid, p.223.
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(1) John Cooke, ibid, p.282.
(2) Catherine Elliott and Frances Quinn, ibid, p.226.
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(1) Catherine Elliott and Frances Quinn, ibid, p.227.

(2) Linda Edwards.Stanley Edwards.Patricia Kirtley Wells, ibid, p.389.
(3) John Cooke, ibid, p.289.

(4) Catherine Elliott and Frances Quinn, ibid, p.237.
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(1) John Cooke, ibid, p.280.
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