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The Italian Archaeological Expedition at Seleucia on the Tigris (IAES) restarted field 
research in October 2022, after a break of more than thirty years. Activity was resumed in 
April 2023. These are the first steps of a new research project framed in a five-year agree-
ment signed in 2022 by the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage of Iraq (SBAH), the 
Centro Scavi di Torino (CRAST) and the University of Torino (UniTo). The expedition 
is co-directed by Carlo Lippolis and Vito Messina.

Two campaigns have been conducted in October-November 2022 and April 2023. Ac-
cording to a program jointly developed by all parties, the aim of these two campaigns 
was to update topography and acquire preliminary information on the site’s geomorphol-
ogy, so to conduct further extensive excavations.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction

Seleucia on the Tigris was the most 
important city of West Asia in the period 
from the 4th century BCE to the 2nd centu-
ry CE. It was claimed as a major capital 
of the Oikoumene in ancient Greek sourc-
es, a capital only comparable to Alexan-
dria and Rome, and it was labelled as the 
city of kingship in Akkadian records. The 
city’s dimension, location and centrality 
in ancient road systems made it a pivotal 
crossroad of trades, and the importance it 
has for our understanding of cultural in-
teraction processes equals nowadays the 
prestige it had in antiquity.

Founded by Seleucus I in the last de-
cade of the 4th century BCE in full respect 
of the Babylonian tradition, Seleucia 
embodied cultural trends that originated 
both in the local background and in the 
global milieu. The information so far ac-
quired at the site is crucial for the history 
of the Hellenistic world; the information 
yet to be acquired has great potential to 
increase our knowledge in a frame of in-
terculturality.

Excavations (Fig. 1) have been con-
ducted at Seleucia by two expeditions: the 




































