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Abstract

The task of reform is not an easy one; it is fraught with difficulties,
challenges, and hardships, and it may cost the reformer his life.
Therefore, the reformer must arm himself with all the moral and material
tools of reform, keeping in mind that the advocates of evil and immorality
will not leave him alone, especially if his reformist call touches their
suspicious gains or fervent ambitions. They will spare no effort or
expense to remove him from their path. One of the most prominent tools
of reform is the wisdom to seize the right time and place to pass on his
message with minimal costs, relying after Allah (the Exalted) on
addressing the general populace with evidence and argument, for when
the masses speak their word, it carries great weight and a profound
impact, known as 'public opinion." If reformers can properly harness this
tool, it becomes the strongest and best means of communication to spread
their message, and a formidable barrier to protect their lives. Today,
suspicious media machinery, represented by some of the visual, audio,
and written forms of social media, is one of the key elements of
corruption and its main supporter. These platforms follow the approach of
'‘what is repeated becomes established," especially as some of them
occasionally disguise themselves in the cloak of religion or emotion, and
at other times under the guise of public interest. In this way, the general
populace is anesthetized, seeing only what the corrupt media leaders want
them to see. The Holy Qur'an did not stand apart from exposing such
erroneous policies of exploiting, enslaving, and stripping people of their
resources. Rather, it showed us how prophets and reformers dealt with
such situations and called upon them to properly utilize the general
populace for the optimal purpose: to liberate them from the servitude of
creation to the servitude of the Creator. Spreading enlightened awareness
and sound religion is one of the highest goals of shaping public opinion
among true leaders and reformers, and this is what the researcher will
focus on, seeking Allah's help to achieve His pleasure.
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