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Abstract
The future of Iraq: A study in the relationship between failed
state indicators and state failures factors

This research is an attempt to examine a significant issue that affects
the future of Iraq and its existence as a unified state. It seeks to
highlight the problem of state failure in Iraq, and how this
accumulative failure influences its future. Iraq was ranked thirteenth
in the 2014 failed states index, which is prepared by Fund For Peace
in cooperation with Foreign Policy Magazine. And although Iraq's
2014 rank is better by 11 ranks than 2007, when it ranked second,
Iraq is still at a dangerous ranking in the failed states index.
The improvement in Iraq's rank in the 2014 index was recorded
betore the security collapse on 10 June 2014, when ISIS took over
Mosul and declared the establishment of the Islamic Caliphate. The
events following this security crisis revealed the reality of Iraq's
division into three regions, two of which are outside of the control of
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Baghdad's central government, which resulted from the Iraqi state
tailure.

The research seeks to study the future of Iraq as a failed state,
because the interaction between a group of internal and external
tactors may lead the state to collapse. The political system’s failure in
ending violence and its inability to find solutions for power and
wealth sharing and containing the groups that contribute to the
political instability may eventually lead to the disintegration of Iraq.
In light of the failed state index, it is safe to say that Iraq will stay in
high alert status for years to come. To overcome the crisis that the
country is facing now, a saving vision and a leadership capable of
implementing this vision are indispensable. However, the conflicting
political wills and the mistrust among the political leaderships and its
reflections on the state institutions are the main obstacle to end its
state failure.
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