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The Time Technique:

A Tool for Attraction and Excitement

The Horizon Beyond the Gate
Dr. Ammar Youssef Abdul Hassan

College of Education / Samarra University

Summary:
Attraction is an important element of the novel and its ultimate goal.
Writers must use all their faculties to achieve this, including the ele-

ments of time and appearance. These two elements are prominently
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manifested in the significance of theories by French scholars such

as Gérard Genette.

This article employs Gérard Genetters methodology in analyzing
content — sequence, continuity, and repetition — in the analysis of the
short story «The Horizon Beyond the Gate» by Palestinian fighter
Ghassan Kanafani <It addresses the importance of time, its effects,
and its various types, employing research and insight into its writ-
ing, illustrating the investigation and analysis of how the narrative

is arranged and transformed within a linear sequence.

Narrative writing begins with a play on time, introducing emotions
and feelings, utilizing open structures, spatial continuity, negative
acceleration when comparing to unexpected events, positive accel-
eration in relation to repeated parts, and narrative boredom, which
can bring the reader closer to or distance them from the story It
evokes and focuses the readers feelings and emotions in the narra-

tive, creating suspense through repetition and expressing conflict.

The psychological nature of the characters, their alienation, ambigu-
ity, and complexity in the story are explored through the narration of
the characters» psychological nature and alienation <By introducing
mystery and complexity into the narrative, the reader becomes hys-
terical and virtual, eager to know what will happen next in the sto-
ry «The narrative also exploits the readens feelings and emotions,
making them sensitive to the fates of the characters, turning them
into desirable heroes, which enhances the complexity of the story

and makes it more appealing to the reader.

Keywords: alsardiat alrabeadi, ghasaan kanfani, tathir aljadhibiati,

tafsirat alzamani, rawabit alzaman alsardii, <akbar alzaman walsardi.
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