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Abstract:

Evaluating Agricultural Devel-
opment in Afak’s Countryside Un-
der the Agricultural Initiative

The study shows a group of
results concerning the current ag-
ricultural situation in the country-
side areas surrounding the town
of Afak. Several obstacles and
problems in the way toward ag-
ricultural development in in the
area of study. These problems can
be divided into physical. such as
the shortage of water supply; and
human, among these are:

- The migration of about
(17.2 %) of the population from
the countryside into the nearby
towns, during the years (1997 -
2014) due to the disappointment
and pointlessness of working in
agriculture.

- The study indicates that the
local farmers face economic dif-
ficulties in their work. resulting
sometimes in financial losses due
to the high costs of planting corps.
the water shortage. their lack of
knowledge and experience of de-
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to water shortage in the summer.
The study manifests another de-
crease in the number of livestock
between (44% R10% B 57%) for
buffalo. sheep and goats. The
number of cows. on the other
hand. has increased (50%). The
changes are mainly due to the
same aforementioned reasons,
the most important among these
is water shortage.

The study also shows the pos-
sibility of having a humanitarian
development once the necessary
conditions for such a develop-
ment are achieved. The main con-
ditions are: using proper agricul-
tural experiences. working hard
to make farmers accept new and
more efficient scientific methods
and techniques such as tilling. land
grading and preparation, watering,
seeding and land maintenance.

veloping and modern watering
and agricultural methods. and the
dumping of the local markets with
foreign agricultural products. All
these factors made it difficult for
the local production to compete
in the market. These facts encour-
aged a large number of farmers
to quit farming. Added to that,
the fact that they did not use the
loans of the government’s agri-
cultural initiative to develop their
fields and businesses. Instead.
with the lack of efficient follow
up and monitoring. they used the
money for other purposes.

All the problems summarized
here. (and discussed in details in
the last section of the study) are
reflected in the development of
the agricultural production in
the area. The study showed a de-
crease in the amount of the used
agricultural land during the time
span of the study into (22.3%)
while the production of the ma-
jor corps (mainly wheat and bar-
ley) has increased into (56.5%) for
each. Summer - season products
have decreased into (38.22%) due
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