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summary

The Central African Republic (CAR) is a landlocked country in Central Africa. It is
bordered by Chad to the north, Sudan to the northeast, South Sudan to the
southeast, the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the south, the Republic of the
Congo to the southwest, and Cameroon to the west. The Central African Republic

covers an area of about 620,000 square kilometers (240,000 sq mi). As of 2021, it
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had an estimated population of 5.5 million. Most of the Central African Republic
consists of the Sudanese—Guinean savannah, but the country also includes the
Sahel-Sudan region in the north and the tropical forest quarter in the south. Two-
thirds of the country lies within the Oubangi River basin, while the remaining third
lies in the Chari River basin, which flows into Lake Chad. What is today's Central
African Republic has been inhabited since at least 8000 BC. The country's borders
were established by France, which has ruled the country since the late 19th
century. After gaining independence from France in 1960, the CAR was ruled by
authoritarian leaders, including a failed attempt to establish a monarchy while at the
same time calls for democracy led Ange-Félix Patassé as president, but was later

deposed by General Francgois Bozize in a 2003 coup.
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