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A study on amending Article 384, Paragraph Two, of the Iraqgi Penal Code
in force No. 111 of 1969, as amended, and criminal liability for parental
disobedience
Saleh Sharif Maktoob
General/Criminal Law
Al-Muthanna University, College of Law / Al-Muthanna Governorate

Abstract:

This study discusses the amendment of Article 384, Paragraph 2, of the Iraqi
Penal Code No. 111 of 1969, as amended, which criminalizes disobedience to
parents. The main objective of the amendment is to address legal loopholes that
may limit the effectiveness of the current text in protecting parents from
disobedience, whether physical or moral. The study shows that the current text
mostly focuses on physical harm, while moral and psychological disobedience
remains insufficiently covered in some cases. The study proposes expanding the
concept of disobedience to include various forms of abuse, such as
psychological harm and intentional neglect, and enhancing the penalties
associated with these crimes in a manner commensurate with their seriousness
and social impacts. It also highlights the importance of enhancing societal and
legal awareness of the importance of respecting parents and the need for the
legislator to provide them with full protection. The study concludes that the
proposed amendment will contribute to promoting social justice and protecting
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traditional family values in lIrag, while emphasizing the role of the law in
deterring crimes related to disobedience to parents.

Keywords: disobedience, parents, children, crime of disobedience to parents,
penal code, criminal responsibility, social responsibility
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