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source of social, economic and environmental
problems that threaten the city's residents.

The study aims to reveal the characteristics
of the urban environment of the deteriorated
residential areas in the city of Samawah and
to diagnose the problems that they suffer
from. The study relied on the analytical
descriptive approach, and the data was drawn
from the field field study as well as the
questionnaire that was distributed to the
residential areas in the city.

key words : Degraded residential areas, the
built environment, the urban style, the urban
landscape, the urban fabric .
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Characteristics of the urban
environment of degraded residential
areas and their problems An applied
study of some residential areas in the

city of Samawah

Raad A. Muhammad

University of Al-Muthanna / College of
Education

Abstract

The phenomenon of the deterioration of
urban areas has become one of the most
prominent problems that urban centers suffer
from. As a result of the rapid urbanization
movement witnessed by the cities of the
world, its poor planning and its failure to keep
pace with economic and social developments,
deteriorating residential areas appeared
spreading within the city and its outskirts,
lacking the necessities of life. It suffers from
neglect and poor service provision and is not
consistent with the reality of the city and its
urban image, and therefore it has become a
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