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Abstract 

The Social Criterion and Obligation Issue 

The Obligation issue is social and human issue in its basis . The traditional and 

modern critics are highly preoccupied with this issue which has become one of 

the most important issues of literature and criticism related to the essence of 

literary work and its original ingredients. If we look at our Arabic literature 

deeply and analyze the way and direction used by this literature, we will think 

of the deep –rooted direction . The direction is found in the old works presented 

by pre-islamic (Al-jahili) and islamic poets till the Al- Abasi era that takes wide 

dimensions closely related to social life . This literature is the real direction that 

is considered to be a scale of obligation .  This scale is the oldest one used by 

men in assessing and evaluating things . The idea of the ethical obligation in a 

literary work is one of the oldest calls for obligation and will be the most 

permanent one throughout the time.  
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