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Legal Protection for Buyers in Off-Plan Property Sales

Contracts

Abdo Amin Matar
Dr. Mohammad Abdo
Islamic University of Lebanon

Abstract

In response to the housing crisis that has become a pressing concern for individuals,
the state-initiated construction projects marketed under off-plan sales agreements.
These agreements are modern legal instruments driven by economic and social
factors, often compelling individuals to enter into conditional contracts contingent
upon the future delivery of the property. Although the Lebanese Code of Obligations
and Contracts allows for agreements on future obligations—requiring sellers to
construct and deliver buildings based on specific contractual terms within a set
period while buyers pay in installments—it lacks provisions that adequately protect
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buyers or regulate off-plan property transactions comprehensively. In contrast,
other jurisdictions have enacted integrated legislative frameworks for such sales,
providing robust guarantees for both parties. This research seeks to analyze the
practical aspects of off-plan property sales, assess the adequacy of current Lebanese

legislation in addressing their complexities, and propose legislative reforms to ensure

enhanced legal protection for buyers and sellers alike.
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