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The Phenomenon of Forced Recruitment of
Children in Times of Armed Conflict

Assist. Dr.warqgaa Muhammed Raheem

Abstract

Countries of the world have witnessed and are still witnessing the
occurrence of many armed conflicts, whether international or non-
international armed conflicts. It is common in these conflicts to use adult
individuals to participate in the armed forces, whether affiliated with states or
armed militias (the opposition), but in recent decades the numbers have
increased. The forced recruitment of children into these forces or militias,
their inclusion in these conflicts, and their carrying of weapons in violation of
the provisions of international humanitarian law and human rights. Thought
the international effort to reduce this phenomenon, the numbers are increasing
according to statistics from international organizations, as there are variables
responsible for the emergence of this phenomenon is similar to the fact that
there are many effects that forced recruitment has on children, whether those
effects are near or long-term.

Key words:
Forced Recruitment, Children, Armed Conflicts .
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Countries with child soldiers fighting in current and conflicts.

g: government forces, p: paramilitaries, o

- armed opposition group.
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