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Abstract

The territories of the Central Euphrates gained too much
interest by the historians and the explorers alike. Some of those
explorers were Iraqis, Arabians and mostly foreigners.  This
care is ascribed to the religious importance of this city in view
of the existence of the holy shrine of Imam Hussein and of his
brother Imam Abbas therein. Also, this town mediates amongst
many other rich territories which were under the dominance of
the Ottoman Turks at that time. Consequently, this period 1831-
1914 witnessed the access of explorers from many nationalities.
Those travellers came motivated by their countries’ policies
which, for many covered and public reasons, wanted to colonize
the possessions of the Ottoman Empire. For this purpose, these
great states, in pursuit for controlling the Ottoman provinces,
agreed to call these regions the “the heritage of the sick man”,
which Irag lands were the wealthiest parts of them.

These explorers attempted to record their views and notices
on the various sides of life in Irag. Most of these records focused
on the social sides of the cities they visited. Thus, the styles
of architectures, the public baths, the inns, the bazaars, the
houses and the walls of Kerbala city were well reported in those
explorers’ writings. Therefore, the fashions of life at that time
reflect humble standard of living in Kerbala which was part of
the living in Irag entirely.

This article included a survey and an explanation to the
books that authorised by those foreign explorers, and also to
other historical books written down at the same period, as they
mention the history of these territories.
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