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Abstract

The severe incident of the Ottoman Wali Governor Muhammad
Najib Basha has an important side in the political history of the holy
city of Kerbala during the second half of the nineteenth century.
This famous incident had a native and an international influential
impact more than the previous and the next ones did in Kerbala or
in the nearby cities. Thus, some of the states as Iran, Great Britain
and Russia adopted some attitudes towards the Ottoman Empire
and claimed her to give a detailed report on the reasons and the
events of that revolt.

In brief, Najib Basha sent huge military campaign against the
rebels of Kerbala and could so violently suppressed them that
that incident was named as Ghadir Dam pool of blood. The Arab
chroniclers used to write the historical events in assonance, and
Ghadir Dam was written down to give this episode a term similar
to the name of that day on which Prophet Muhammad asked the
Muslims to give homage to his cousin Ali bin Abi Talib as the next
and the first caliph after he would pass away. So, the latter day had
been called as Ghadir Khum, the Pool of Khum, the pool at which
the homage toAli had been paid.

The nomination of this revolt due to the fact that Najib Basha’s
battle coincided with memorial day of Ghadir Khum, and to the
much size of bloodshed in oppressing the revolt when the rebels
sheltered at the holy shrine of Imam Hussein.

—< YN0 [aVEry-16rn )—@—( ELUI saadl /AL slaall /A5G Zdl >—



The direct motive of that revolt was the refusal of the population
of Kerbala to give big taxes imposed over them by the Ottoman
Turkish authority. The cause of this rejection was that the town
witnessed a critical economic and financial conditions at that
time. These poor circumstances of Kerbala could be attributed
to the Turkish policy of ignorance and maladministration for long
period of time. Therefore, Kerbala was one of the Iraqi cities that
resisted the foreign Turkish occupation which had already put an
end to a prominent opposition at Kerbala, known as Al-Yermasiya
Movement. After the Turkish occupiers could cease that resisting
movement they transformed the Wali Muhammad Najib Basha
from Syria to Baghdad Wilayat and vested him to force the town
of Kerbala and vanquish revolutionaries there.

Thereligious clericsin Kerbala such as Sayed Kadhim Al-Rashti
and Sayed Wahaab Aal Tuama adopted peaceful solution to avoid
any kind of destruction in the holy characteristics of the town.
Finally, it is worthily to say that most of the historical resources did
not include that incident but in laconic mention, for most of them
were written under the control of the ruling authorities which were
aggressive to Kerbala as it represents a distinct Shii centre. Thus,
this made acquaintance with every resisting movement in Kerbala
and Muhammad Najib Basha's calamity, in particular, so difficult
task.
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