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Features of stylistic choice and its patterns: A critical reading of
Walid Saif’s biography "The Witness and the Witnessed a
biography and intellectual reviews""

Assistant professor Dr. Kawthar Muhammed Ali Jabara
University of Duhok Fine arts college Plastic arts department
E-mail:Kawthar.jabara@uod.ac

Abstract:

When the text itself became a starting point for analysis, the critic begins his/her
stylistic analysis, by contemplating its elements and the ways in which they perform
their functions and their relationships to each other, without going beyond the borders
of the text to any other location through its language, which contains a linguistic
dictionary of different vocabulary and grammatical structures, and from here the sender
resorts to choices A specific thematic, linguistic, and stylistic approach distinguishes
what he writes from others, and differentiates his works from each other. His choices
are not arbitrary, but rather conscious and intentional. He adheres to them in his works
to be equal to works that have their own style, which reveals the choices and personality
of his writer.

Dr. Walid Saif's novels are known by being an exemplary model for research into
the intentionality of choice in general, and stylistic choice in particular, from his choice
of the literary genre of fiction in a specific type, which is the historical or historically
stylized novel, and his selection of characters and their construction to give the recipient
the illusion that they were a historical entity that existed in one of the Arab countries at
one time. Ancient or modern, focusing a lot of attention on the language of these
characters and their selected structures that do not resemble the language of the
characters in contemporary Arabic novels, and this is what directed our attention to
choosing it as a research model.

The research was divided into two sections. I discussed Walid Saif’s stylistic
choices, which gave him a style different from that of other writers, in which he
intentionally combined historical language with contemporary techniques. He spoke
about these choices in “The Witness and the Witnessed.” In the first theoretical section,
we discussed the stylistic choice in ancient and modern times. As for the second section,
we devoted it to talking about the patterns of stylistic choice in literary works and how
we glimpse these patterns through the vision of Walid Seif himself in his biography and
intellectual reviews, “The Witness and the Witnessed.” These stylistic features are not
limited to his fictional works, but include them with his dramatic works as well.
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