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The Coup D ’état of November 1963 in South Vietnam:
A Documentary study of its Reasons and Results

Dr. Hind Ali Hassan

The University ofMustansriya
College of education- history department
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Abstract:

South Vietnam witnessed in the eve of November 1963 a Coup D’état
which led to change of the ruling political party. The new government is
born and controlled over all affairs in the state. The Buddhistic issue, the
repressive policy which are followed by Ngo Dinh Dem (1901-1963) and
his preference of Catholic minority over other sects have a great negative
impact on interior affairs of South Vietnam. Undoubtedly, there were
motives and reasons that led to this military upheaval. Certainly, there are
important reasons behind it. These phenomena don’t come into existence
by itself. On the contrary, they are fueled by serious causes. Thus, these
reasons or causes need to be investigated, studied and analyzed. To
understand these things, it is important to know the political changing
climate and the role of USA in these changes.
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(2) F. R. U. S. ,1961-1963,Vol.lll,Vietnam, January August1963,No.111, Memo.
From the Seretary of Defense (McNamara) to the Assistant Secretary of Defense For
International Security Affairs (Nitze) ,Washington ,May18,1963.

(3) F. R. U. S. ,1961-1963,Vol.lll,Vietnam, January_August1963,No.173, Tel. From
Prine Sihanout To President Kennedy Phnom Penh , Junel4 ,1963.
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(6)F. R. U. S. ,1961-1963,Vol.lll,Vietnam, January_August1963,No.183, Research
Memo. From the Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research (Hughes) to the
Secretary of State,Washington ,June21,1963.
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(10) F. R. U. S.,N0.249 ,Memo. From Michael V.Forrestalof the National Security
Council Staff to the President, Washington,August 9,1963.

(11), F. R. U. S., No.269,Tel.From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of
State ,Saigon ,August 23,1963.

(12) F. R. U. S.,N0.302 ,Memo. From Michael V.Forrestalof the National Security
Council Staff to the President, Washington,August27,1963.

(13) F. R. U. S.,N0.303, Memo. of Conference With the President ,Washington,
August27,1963.

(14) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietnam, August-December1963, No.15,Memo. of
Conference With President, Washington, August29,1963;
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(15) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietnam, August-December1963, No.15,Memo. of
Conference With President, Washington, August29,1963;
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(16) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lV,Vietnam, August-December 1963,N0.210, Tel.
From the Central Intelligence Agency Station in Saigon to the Agency
,Saigon,October24,1963.

(17) F. R. U. S. , No.226 , Tel. From Ambassador in Vietham(Lodge) to the
Department of State ,Saigon, October29,1963 .

(18) F. R. U. S.,N0.204 ,Memo. From Michael V.Forrestalof the National Security
Council Staff to the President's Special Assistant for National Security Affairs
(Bundy),Washington ,October18,1963.

(19) ) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lV,Vietnam, August-December 1963,N0.170, Record
of Action No.2472,Taken at The 519th Meeting of The National Security
Counil,Washington,Otober26 , 1963.

(20) F. R. U. S. ,N0.302, Memo.From Michael V.Forrestalof the National Security
council Staff to the president ,Washington, August27,1963;
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(21)F.R.U.S.,1917-1972,Vol.VI,Public diplomacy,1961-1963, No.140,Memo.from the
counselor for public Affairs at the Embassy in Vietnam (Mecklin) to the Director of the
United States Information Agency (Murrow),En route to Washington
,September10,1963.

(22) F. R. U. S., No.140,Tel.From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of
State,Saigon,September20,1963.

(23) F. R. U. S. ,N0.206, Tel.From the Army Attache in Vietham (Jones) to the
Assistant Chief of staff (Intelligence) ,Department of the Army,Saigon,October22,1963.

(24) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietnam, August-December 1963,No0.215, Editorial
Note.

(25) F. R. U. S. ,N0.206, Tel.From the Army Attache in Vietham (Jones) to the
Assistant Chief of staff (Intelligence) ,Department of the Army,Saigon,October22,1963.
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(26) F. R. U. S.,No.244, Memo. From the Director of the Vietnam Working Group
(Kattenburg)to the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs (Hilsman),
Washington, October30,1963.

(27) F. R. U. S.,N0.250,Tel.From the Ambassador in Vietnam (Lodge) to the
Department of State, Saigon,October22,1963.

(28) F. R. U. S. ,N0.253, Tel.From the Embassy in Vietnamto the Department of
State, Saigon,November1,1963.

(29) F. R. U. S.,N0.263 ,Memo. for the Record of Discussion at the Daily White Staff
Meeting ,Washington ,November1,1963.

(30) F. R. U. S. , No.266 ,Tel. From the Department of State to the Embassy in
Vietnam, , Washington ,November1,1963.

(31) F. R. U. S.,No.264 , Tel. From the Department of State to the Embassy in
Vietnam, , Washington ,November1,1963.

(32) F. R. U. S. ,N0.270 ,Tel. From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of
State , Saigon, November2,1963.

(33) F. R. U. S.,N0.282 ,Tel. From the Commander ,military Assistance Command
,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Joint Chiefs of Staff , Saigon, November2,1963.

(35) F. R. U. S.,N0.282 ,Tel. From the Commander ,military Assistance Command
,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Joint Chiefs of Staff , Saigon, November2,1963.

(36) F.R.U.S.,1961 1963,Vol.IV,Vietham, August-December 1963,
No.272,Tel.From the Commander ,military Assistance Command ,Vietnam (Harkins)
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff , Saigon, November2,1963.
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F.R.U.S.,1961_ 1963,Vol.IV,Vietham, August-December 1963,No.272,Tel.From the
Commander ,military Assistance Command ,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff , Saigon, November2,1963.
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(38) F. R. U. S.,N0.275,Tel.From the Commander ,military Assistance Command
,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff(Taylor), Saigon,
November2,1963.

(39) F. R. U. S. ,N0.288,Memo. for the Record of Discussion at the Daily Whitem
House Staff Meeting ,Washington , November4,1963.

(40) F. R. U. S. , N0.293 ,Tel.From the Commander ,military Assistance Command
,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff(Taylor), Saigon,
November4,1963.

(41) F. R. U. S. ,N0.287 ,Tel.From the Commander ,military Assistance Command
,Vietnam (Harkins) to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Saigon,
November4,1963.

(42) F. R. U. S. ,N0.300,Editorial Note.

(43) F. R. U. S.,N0.317 ,Memo. From Michael V. Forrestalof the National Security
Council Staff to the president'sAssistant for National Security Affairs (Bundy),
Washington , November14,1963.

(44) F. R. U. S.,N0.315,Letter From M.Lyall Breckon of the Vietnam Working Group
to the First Secretary of the Embassy in Vietnam (Miller), Washington ,December
2,1963,;
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(45) F.R.U.S.,N0.355,1961-1963,Vol.lV,Vietnam, August-December 1963, Tel.From
the Departmaent of State to the Embassy in Vietnam, Washington ,December 6,1963.

(46) F. R. U. S.,N0.95,Memo. From the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern
Affairs (Hilsman) to the Secretary of State, Washington ,December
20,1963,p.371;DivilkovskyS.and Ogentov I.,The Rood to victory (the struggle for

National, indepndence, Unity, peace and Socialism in Vietnam,Moscw,1978.
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(48) F.R.U.S.,N0.375,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietnam, August-December 1963,Let. From
the Director of Central Intelligence(McCone)to President Johnson, Washington
,December 23,1963.
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(50)F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lll,Vietnam, January_August1963,N0.302 , Memo. From
Michael V.Forrestalof the National Security council Staff to the president , Washington,
August27,1963.
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(52) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lV,Vietnam, August- December 1963,No.25,Memo.
From the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs (Hilsman) to the
Secretary of State , Washington, August30,1963.
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(55) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lV,Vietnam, August- December 1963,N0.68,Memo.

From the Director of the Bureau of Intelligence and Research(Hughes) to the
Secretary of State ,Washington, September6,1963.

(56) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietham, August- December 1963,N0.348,Memo.
From the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff ( taylor )to president Johnson ,
Washington, November 26 ,1963.

(58) F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietnam, August- December 1963,No.251, Tel.
From the Commander ,Military Assistance Command ,Vietnam (Harkins) to the
Director of the National Security Agency(Blake) ,Saigon,November27,1963.
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(59) F. R. U. S. , No.316, Tel. From the Department of State to the Embassy in
Vietnam, Washington,November28,1963;
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- F.R.U.S.,1917-1972 Vol.VI,Public diplomacy,1961-1963.
- F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.IV,Vietham, August- December 1963.
- F.R.U.S.,1961-1963,Vol.lll,Vietnam, January August1963.
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- Divilkovsky S.and Ogentov I.,The Rood to Victory (the Struggle for National,
Indepndence,Unity,Peace and Socialism in Vietham ,Moscw,1978.
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