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Abstract:

The Iraqi Code of Criminal Procedure in force does not address the
procedures for protecting witnesses, informants, experts, and victims,
except with regard to not revealing the identity of the informant, and the
necessity of the questions directed to the witness being free of influential
suggestions, as well as an exception to the principle of publicity of trials
by making them secret in which only those related to the case are present.
Out of consideration for security and public morals, the protection of the
victim and witness was also referred to in the Iraqi Supreme Criminal
Court Law No. 2018, including ensuring confidentiality of the identity of
witnesses and victims or their families to ensure their safety, and this
deficiency obliged the legislator to stipulate procedural protections in the
Law on the Protection of Witnesses, Experts, Informants and Victims.
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