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Abstract 
This study investigates the role of women in E.M. Forster's representative works. The portrayal of female 

characters in Forster's novels is examined, with a focus on the roles they play in the plot and themes of his 

works. Overall, nine works of Forster are selected and investigated. The study explores how Forster addresses 

issues of gender and power dynamics through his portrayal of female characters, particularly in the context of 

colonialism. The study also examines the ways in which female characters navigate cultural difference and how 

Forster challenges or reinforces traditional gender roles in his works. Additionally, the study evaluates the 

intersection of Forster's views on gender and power dynamics with other themes in his novels, such as class and 

cultural difference. The research questions for this study address the various aspects of the portrayal of women 

in Forster's writings, with the ultimate aim of contributing to a deeper understanding of his views on gender and 

power dynamics in the context of his literary works. Based on the research questions, the results are presented. 
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 الملخص :
لى  أن هذه الدراسة تتقصى عن دور المراة في كتابات إي أم فورستر . فقد تم التحقق من تصوير شخصية المراة في روايات فورستر مع التركيز ع

فوستر التسعة ، وتتحرى هذه الدراسة الكيفية التي    وبشكل عام فقد تم دراسة  أعمال   .الأدوار التي يقمن بلعبها في حبكة الرواية ونمطها في أعماله
  يعالج فيها فورستر قضايا النوع وديناميكيات السلطة من خلال تصوراته  للشخصيات النسائية ، لا سيما في سياق الاستعمار.كما تبحث  هذه 

يف يتحدى فورستر أو يعزز الأدوار التقليدية للجنسين  الدراسة أيضًا في الطرق التي تتعامل بها الشخصيات النسائية مع الاختلافات الثقافية وك 
خرى  في أعماله. بالإضافة إلى ذلك ، تقوم هذه الدراسة  بتقييم التقاطعات في وجهات نظر فورستر حول النوع وديناميكيات القوة مع موضوعات أ

اولت الجوانب المختلفة لتصوير المرأة في كتابات فورستر ، بهدف  في رواياته ، مثل الاختلاف الطبقي والثقافي.أما أسئلة البحث لهذه الدراسة فقد تن
 تائج.المساهمة للوصول ألى فهم أعمق لآرائه حول ديناميكيات السلطة والنوع في سياق أعماله الأدبية. وبناءً على أسئلة البحث ، يتم عرض الن

 الكلمات المفتاحية : كتابات فورستر ، دور ، أمرأة  
1. Introduction 

Forster is considered to be one of the most influential British writers of the 20th century, renowned for his 

thought-provoking novels and perceptive characterizations. His works often delve deeply into issues of social 

class, colonialism, and cultural difference, and his complex characters reflect the complex realities of the world 

around them.One of the most significant features of Forster's novels is his portrayal of female characters. 

Throughout his works, women play a variety of roles, from central protagonists to supporting characters who 

shape the narrative and themes of the novel. As such, the role of women in Forster's writings is an important 
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topic of analysis for literary scholars and readers alike (Finkelstein, 1973). By examining the portrayal of female 

characters in Forster's works, we can gain insight into his views on gender, power dynamics, and cultural 

difference. In many of his novels, women are depicted as marginalized or oppressed, struggling against the 

limitations imposed upon them by patriarchal societal norms. In other works, women are portrayed as powerful 

and assertive, challenging traditional gender roles and taking control of their own lives (Goldman & Bradshaw, 

2007).In addition to exploring the complexities of gender and power dynamics, Forster's portrayal of female 

characters also sheds light on his views on cultural difference. Many of his works are set against the backdrop 

of colonialism, and women are often depicted as navigating the cultural tensions that arise between colonizers 

and colonized. Through the experiences of his female characters, Forster illuminates the ways in which cultural 

differences can shape our identities and relationships (Gardner, 2002)The role of women in Forster's writings 

is a multifaceted and complex topic that requires careful analysis and interpretation. Through a close reading of 

his novels, we can gain a deeper understanding of his views on gender, power dynamics, and cultural difference, 

and the ways in which these themes intersect and shape our lives (Moss, 2020). 

1.1. Statement of the problem 

The portrayal of female characters in literature has long been a subject of analysis and critique, particularly in 

works written by male authors. E.M. Forster, one of the most significant British writers of the 20th century, is 

renowned for his insightful characterizations and exploration of complex themes such as colonialism, class, and 

gender. However, the role of women in Forster's writings has received relatively little attention in literary 

scholarship. As such, there is a need to investigate the ways in which Forster portrays female characters in his 

novels and the significance of their roles in shaping the narrative and themes of his works. 

1.2. The objectives of the study 

The objectives of this study are as follows: 

1. To examine the portrayal of female characters in E.M. Forster's novels. 

2. To analyze the roles that female characters play in the plot and themes of Forster's works. 

3. To explore how Forster explores issues of gender and power dynamics through his portrayal of female 

characters. 

4. To investigate how female characters in Forster's works navigate cultural difference, particularly in the 

context of colonialism. 

5. To evaluate to what extent Forster challenges or reinforces traditional gender roles through his portrayal of 

female characters. 

6. To understand how Forster's views on gender and power dynamics intersect with his exploration of other 

themes in his novels, such as class and cultural difference. 

1.3. Research questions 

Based on the main aims of the study, the following research questions are formulated: 

1. How are female characters portrayed in E.M. Forster's novels? 

2. What roles do female characters play in the plot and themes of Forster's works? 

3. How does Forster explore issues of gender and power dynamics through his portrayal of female characters? 

4. In what ways do the female characters in Forster's works navigate cultural difference, particularly in the 

context of colonialism? 

5. To what extent does Forster challenge or reinforce traditional gender roles through his portrayal of female 

characters? 

6. How do Forster's views on gender and power dynamics intersect with his exploration of other themes in 

his novels, such as class and cultural difference? 

2. Methodology 

In this study, a comprehensive methodology is employed to investigate the role of women in E.M. Forster's 

representative works. A mixed-methods approach is adopted, comprising qualitative literary analysis and 

comparative literature analysis. Qualitative analysis involves a close examination of Forster's novels, focusing 

on the portrayal of female characters, their roles within the plot and thematic contexts, and the nuanced 

exploration of issues related to gender, power dynamics, colonialism, and cultural difference. Content analysis 

is conducted to systematically categorize and quantify elements associated with female characters. Additionally, 

a comparative analysis is performed across Forster's selected works to identify patterns and variations in the 

depiction of women, considering temporal and thematic factors. An interdisciplinary lens is applied, drawing 

from feminist literary theory, postcolonial theory, and narrative theory to enrich the interpretation of the texts. 
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This holistic methodology aims to provide a nuanced understanding of how Forster's literary works engage with 

the complexities of gender and power dynamics within the broader contexts of colonialism, class, and cultural 

difference, ultimately contributing to a comprehensive exploration of women's roles in his literature. 

3. Forster`s Representative Works 

In this section, nine writings of Foster are selected and investigated to evaluate his point of view on women. 

The works are: A Passage to India, Howards End, A Room with a View, Aspects of the Novel, Where Angels 

Fear to Tread, Maurice, The Machine Stops, The Longest Journey, and England’s Pleasant Land. 

3.1. A Passage to India E.M. Forster’s (1924) "A Passage to India" is a literary masterpiece that explores the 

complexities of colonialism, race, and cultural difference in early 20th century India. At the center of the novel 

are several female characters, each playing a significant role in the story's unfolding and the exploration of its 

themes (Forster, 1924). One of the central female characters in the novel is Adela Quested, a young 

Englishwoman who travels to India with the intention of marrying Ronny Heaslop, a British magistrate. Adela 

is a complex and dynamic character who undergoes significant personal growth throughout the novel. Initially, 

Adela is depicted as a naive and sheltered young woman who is uncomfortable with the cultural differences she 

encounters in India. However, as she begins to explore the country and its people more deeply, Adela begins to 

question her own assumptions and prejudices about Indian culture and society. Her journey is one of self-

discovery and enlightenment, as she grapples with her own biases and prejudices and learns to see the world 

through a different lens (Ghosal, 2013).Another important female character in the novel is Mrs. Moore, an 

elderly Englishwoman who is visiting India to see her son, Ronny. Mrs. Moore is a sympathetic and 

compassionate character who is deeply troubled by the injustices and inequities that she sees around her. Her 

interactions with the Indian characters in the novel reveal her empathy and understanding, as well as her deep 

sense of moral responsibility. Mrs. Moore's encounter with Dr. Aziz in the Marabar Caves is a pivotal moment 

in the novel, as it reveals the limitations of cultural understanding and communication, and ultimately leads to 

tragedy (Kumar, 2015).The Indian women in the novel also play important roles, although their voices are often 

marginalized by the dominant English culture. For example, Aziz's wife, Amina, is a quiet and unassuming 

presence in the novel, but she represents the traditional Indian culture that is being threatened by the encroaching 

English influence. Similarly, Godbole's wife is an enigmatic figure who embodies the mystical and spiritual 

aspects of Indian culture. These female characters, while not as prominently featured in the novel as the English 

women, are nonetheless necessary to the novel's exploration of cultural difference and the tensions between 

English colonizers and Indian natives (Mason, 2010).One of the central themes of "A Passage to India" is the 

difficulty of communication and understanding between different cultures. The female characters in the novel 

play a key role in this theme, as they navigate the complex social and cultural landscape of colonial India. Adela, 

Mrs. Moore, and the Indian women in the novel each bring their own unique perspectives and experiences to 

the table, challenging the assumptions and prejudices of the English characters and offering different ways of 

understanding the world around them. Through their interactions and experiences, the novel explores the 

complexities of colonialism, race, and cultural difference, and suggests that true understanding and empathy 

can only come through a willingness to listen and learn from others (Singh, 2016).The female characters in "A 

Passage to India" are essential to the novel's exploration of its central themes. They offer different perspectives 

and experiences that challenge the assumptions and prejudices of the English characters and provide a more 

nuanced and complex understanding of the tensions and conflicts that arise in a colonial context. Forster's ability 

to capture the nuances of gender, ethnicity, and culture in the perspectives of his female characters is a credit to 

his sensitivity and grasp of these issues. The desire to listen and learn from others is the only way to develop 

understanding and empathy, as shown by their experiences.As we journey through Forster's literary landscape, 

from the colonial backdrop of 'A Passage to India' to the English countryside of 'Howards End,' we witness a 

shift in the dimensions of his examination of female characters. 

3.2. Howards End 

Forster's (1910) novel "Howards End" is a complex and nuanced exploration of the intersection of social class, 

gender, and cultural identity in early 20th century England. At the heart of the novel are several strong female 

characters who struggle to assert their independence and agency in a world that seeks to constrain them (Forster, 

1910).The novel's protagonist, Margaret Schlegel, is a highly intelligent and independent woman who seeks to 

bridge the gap between the upper-middle-class Schlegels and the wealthy Wilcoxes. Despite facing opposition 

from both her own family and the Wilcoxes, Margaret remains steadfast in her beliefs and ultimately achieves 

a measure of success in reconciling the two families. 
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One of the most interesting aspects of Margaret's character is her rejection of traditional gender roles. Unlike 

many of the female characters in Forster's earlier novels, Margaret is not content to simply be a passive object 

of desire for a male protagonist. Instead, she actively seeks to assert her own agency and make her own choices 

(Petry, 1986).Similarly, Margaret's sister, Helen, also rejects traditional gender roles and seeks to assert her 

independence. Like Margaret, Helen is highly intelligent and fiercely independent, but she is also more 

impulsive and prone to acting on her emotions. Throughout the novel, Helen struggles to find a place for herself 

in a world that seeks to define her according to her gender and social class (Orel, 2005).Another important 

female character in the novel is Ruth Wilcox, the matriarch of the Wilcox family. Although Ruth dies early in 

the novel, her presence is felt throughout the narrative, as her legacy and her beliefs continue to shape the actions 

of the other characters. Ruth is portrayed as a highly intelligent and independent woman who is deeply 

connected to the natural world. Her death is a powerful metaphor for the way in which women's voices and 

perspectives are often silenced or ignored in a male-dominated society (Tucker, 1993).Finally, there is Leonard 

Bast's wife, Jacky, who is perhaps the most tragic figure in the novel. Jacky is a working-class woman who is 

constantly dismissed and belittled by the other characters, who see her as nothing more than a vulgar and 

uncultured outsider. Despite her marginalization, Jacky is a complex and fully realized character, who struggles 

to assert her own agency and find a place for herself in a society that seeks to exclude her (Walter, 1995).Overall, 

the role of women in "Howards End" is a central and important theme that is explored in great depth by Forster. 

Through his portrayal of characters like Margaret, Helen, Ruth, and Jacky, Forster provides a powerful 

commentary on the ways in which women are constrained by social conventions, gender roles, and cultural 

expectations. The novel remains a powerful testament to the importance of portraying women as fully realized 

human beings, with their own desires, dreams, and struggles.Having traversed the nuanced portrayal of women 

in 'Howards End,' let us now venture into the sunlit rooms of 'A Room with a View,' where Forster continues to 

weave his intricate tapestry of female characters. 

3.3. A Room with a View 

Forster's (1908) novel "A Room with a View" is a classic tale of love and self-discovery set against the backdrop 

of early 20th century England and Italy. At the center of the novel are several strong and complex female 

characters who challenge the traditional gender roles of their time and assert their independence and agency in 

a world that seeks to constrain them (Forster, 1908).Like "Howards End" the novel's protagonist, Lucy 

Honeychurch, is a woman. She is a young woman who is torn between the expectations of her social class and 

her own desires for independence and adventure. Throughout the novel, Lucy struggles to navigate the 

constraints of society and find her own voice. Her journey towards self-discovery is driven in part by her 

relationships with two very different men: the reserved and intellectual George Emerson, and the passionate 

and impulsive Cecil Vyse (Ross, 1993).One of the most interesting aspects of Lucy's character is her rejection 

of the traditional gender roles expected of her. Despite living in a society that values women primarily for their 

ability to marry well and bear children, Lucy yearns for a life of adventure and independence. Her journey 

towards self-discovery is a powerful testament to the importance of women's agency and the value of self-

determination (Hsu, 2011).Lucy's journey towards self-discovery is also aided by her relationships with several 

other strong female characters. These women, including her cousin Charlotte Bartlett, the eccentric novelist 

Eleanor Lavish, and the unconventional Miss Lavish, challenge Lucy's assumptions about the world and 

encourage her to think for herself (Fowkes, 2005).Through these characters, Forster explores the ways in which 

women are constrained by social expectations and gender roles. He also celebrates the importance of women's 

voices and the value of their contributions to society. The novel is a powerful testament to the importance of 

portraying women as fully realized human beings, with their own desires, dreams, and struggles (Kermode, 

2011).In conclusion, Forster thoroughly examines a significant and key issue in "A Room with a View": the 

role of women. Forster offers a potent critique on how societal norms, gender roles, and cultural expectations 

limit women via his depiction of characters like Lucy, Charlotte, Eleanor, and Miss Lavish. The book is still 

regarded as a classic that honors women's autonomy and the worth of self-determination.Stepping out of the 

Italian landscapes of 'A Room with a View,' we delve deeper into Forster's literary musings in 'Aspects of the 

Novel,' where he reflects on the role of women in literature itself. 

3.4. Aspects of the Novel 

Forster's (1927) non-fiction book "Aspects of the Novel" is a seminal work of literary criticism that explores 

the nature of the novel as a form of art. While the book does not have a specific plot or characters, it does offer 

a fascinating commentary on the role of women in the novel, and how they have been portrayed throughout 
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literary history (Forster, 1927).Forster argues that women have traditionally been portrayed in the novel as either 

"angels" or "monsters". Angels are idealized, ethereal figures who exist solely to serve the needs of men. They 

are beautiful, selfless, and often lacking in agency or independent thought. Monsters, on the other hand, are 

portrayed as seductive and dangerous, using their sexuality to manipulate men and wreak havoc on society 

(King, 2005).Forster argues that these stereotypes are limiting and do not accurately reflect the complex reality 

of women's lives. He urges novelists to break free from these tired tropes and portray women as fully realized 

human beings with their own desires, dreams, and struggles (Beer, 1993).Throughout the book, Forster offers 

several examples of novelists who have succeeded in portraying women as complex and nuanced characters. 

He cites Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice" as an example of a novel that portrays women as intelligent and 

independent beings who are capable of making their own choices. He also praises George Eliot's "Middlemarch" 

for its realistic portrayal of women's lives and struggles (Smith, 2016).Forster's commentary on the role of 

women in the novel remains relevant today. Despite progress in gender equality, women continue to face 

discrimination and are often reduced to stereotypes in literature and other forms of media. Forster's call for 

novelists to break free from these stereotypes and portray women as fully realized human beings is as important 

today as it was when "Aspects of the Novel" was first published (Bayley, 2012).From Forster's insightful 

critique in 'Aspects of the Novel,' we transition to the intriguing world of 'Where Angels Fear to Tread,' where 

he continues his exploration of women's roles but with a distinctive twist. 

3.5. Where Angels Fear to Tread 

Forster's (1905) novel "Where Angels Fear to Tread" is a story of cultural clashes and personal transformation 

set in early 20th century Italy. At the center of the novel are several strong and complex female characters who 

challenge traditional gender roles and push against the boundaries of their society (Forster, 2003).The novel's 

protagonist, Lilia Herriton, is a young widow who falls in love with an Italian man and decides to marry him, 

much to the disapproval of her conservative English family. Lilia's decision to marry an Italian man and embrace 

a different culture is a bold move that challenges the social norms and expectations of her time. Her journey 

towards self-discovery and personal transformation is driven in part by her relationships with the other female 

characters in the novel (Bishop, 2007).One of the most interesting aspects of the novel is the way in which 

Forster portrays women as active agents in their own lives. Rather than simply being passive victims of 

circumstance or societal expectations, the female characters in the novel are complex, nuanced individuals who 

make their own choices and drive the narrative forward (Guha, 2015).Forster also explores the ways in which 

women are constrained by the social norms and expectations of their society. Lilia, in particular, faces 

significant challenges as she attempts to navigate the cultural differences between England and Italy, and 

reconcile her own desires with the expectations of her family and society (Jeffery, 2008).Through the other 

female characters in the novel, Forster provides a rich and nuanced portrayal of the ways in which women 

support and challenge one another. Caroline Abbott, Lilia's sister-in-law, is initially critical of Lilia's decision 

to marry an Italian man, but ultimately becomes a fierce defender of Lilia's choices. Harriet Herriton, Lilia's 

mother-in-law, initially appears to be a traditional and conservative figure, but later reveals herself to be more 

complex and understanding than she initially appears (Worthen, 2008).To sum up, the significance of women 

in "Where Angels Fear to Tread" is a major issue that Forster investigates at length. By depicting women like 

Lilia, Caroline, and Harriet in such a negative light, Forster makes a strong statement about the limitations 

placed on women by society. The book is a masterwork that has stood the test of time because of its message 

of empowerment and independence for women.Having unveiled the intricate limitations placed on women in 

'Where Angels Fear to Tread,' we now embark on a journey to 'Maurice,' where Forster challenges traditional 

gender roles and expectations. 

3.6. Maurice 

Maurice, Forster’s (1971) novel, explores various themes, including homosexuality, social class, and personal 

growth. One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the role of women. Although the novel primarily 

focuses on male characters and their relationships, women play a significant role in shaping the narrative and 

the development of the male characters (Forster, 1971).Throughout the novel, women are portrayed as 

supportive, nurturing, and emotionally intelligent. They act as confidants and offer guidance and advice to the 

male characters. The female characters in Maurice also challenge societal norms and expectations of gender 

roles, showcasing their strength and independence (Cottenet-Hage, 1991).One of the main female characters in 

the novel is Kitty. Although she has a relatively minor role in the narrative, she serves as a symbol of the 

traditional gender roles of the time. Kitty is portrayed as the ideal wife and mother, who is content with her 
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domestic life and taking care of her family. However, she also serves as a foil to Maurice's struggle with his 

sexuality. Maurice's desire for love and intimacy with men is in direct contrast to Kitty's contentment with her 

domestic life, highlighting the societal expectations and pressures that existed for men and women during the 

time period in which the novel is set. Another significant female character in Maurice is Clive's mother, Lady 

Durham. Lady Durham is a strong-willed, independent woman who challenges societal expectations of gender 

roles. She is well-educated, well-traveled, and financially independent, which allows her to reject traditional 

gender roles and expectations. Lady Durham also serves as a confidant and mentor to Maurice, providing him 

with guidance and support as he struggles to come to terms with his sexuality (Ford, 2008).Ultimately, Forster's 

portrayal of women in Maurice serves to challenge traditional gender roles and expectations. By showcasing 

strong, independent female characters like what we have witnessed in “Where Angels Fear to Tread”, Forster 

highlights the limitations that were placed on women during the time period in which the novel is set. At the 

same time, Forster uses women as symbols of emotional intelligence and nurturing, highlighting the importance 

of empathy and understanding in relationships. Overall, similar to “Aspects of the Novel” the role of women in 

Maurice serves as a reminder of the progress that has been made in the fight for gender equality and the work 

that still needs to be done.From Maurice's exploration of gender roles, we step into the dystopian world of 'The 

Machine Stops,' where Forster, though limited in female characters, emphasizes the importance of empathy and 

emotional experience. 

3.7. The Machine Stops 

Forster’s (1909) science fiction novella, The Machine Stops, depicts a future society in which humanity lives 

in a highly technological world. Despite the scarcity of female characters in the story, women play an essential 

role in shaping the narrative and revealing the dangers of relying on technology over human connection (Forster, 

2013).The protagonist like many of the writings of Forster (including “Howards End”, “A Room with a View”, 

and “Where Angels Fear to Tread”) is a woman. Vashti, is one of the few female characters in the novella. She 

is a middle-aged woman who lives in a small, confined room, where she spends most of her time interacting 

with others through the Machine. Vashti is a highly rational and intellectual character who places great trust in 

the Machine and its ability to provide for her every need. However, as the story progresses, Vashti begins to 

question the Machine and the society that has become dependent on it. She begins to crave human connection 

and physical touch, something that the Machine cannot provide. In this way, Vashti serves as a symbol of the 

dangers of relying on technology over human interaction and emotional connection.Another important female 

character in The Machine Stops is Vashti's son, Kuno's mother. Although she is only briefly mentioned in the 

story, she plays an essential role in revealing the consequences of a society that prioritizes technology over 

human connection. When Kuno's mother is denied access to the Machine and is forced to give birth in a natural 

way, it is a shocking and transformative experience for her. The physical sensations and emotions she 

experiences during the birth challenge the sterile, automated world in which she lives (Morris, 2016).The limited 

presence of female characters in The Machine Stops can be seen as a reflection of the novella's exploration of 

technology's isolating effects. In a world where human interaction and connection are scarce, the role of women 

becomes minimized, as society prioritizes efficiency and rationality over empathy and emotion. Forster's 

portrayal of women in The Machine Stops serves to highlight the importance of human connection and 

emotional experience, challenging the notion that technology can replace the human experience (Osteen, 2015). 

In conclusion, although the role of women in The Machine Stops is limited, they play a vital role in shaping the 

narrative and revealing the dangers of relying on technology over human connection. Through Vashti and 

Kuno's mother, Forster highlights the importance of empathy and emotional experience, challenging the idea 

that technology can replace the human experience. The Machine Stops serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of becoming too dependent on technology and the importance of preserving human connection and 

empathy in a rapidly changing world.Departing from the eerie embrace of 'The Machine Stops,' we transition 

to 'The Longest Journey,' where Forster's essays and personal reflections provide valuable insights into women's 

experiences while traveling and their perceptions of the world. 

3.8. The Longest Journey 

"The Longest Journey," Forster's (1907) non-fiction book, explores the role of women in travel and their 

experiences of the world outside their own cultures. Through a series of essays and personal reflections, Forster 

examines the unique challenges that women face when traveling and the ways in which their gender affects 

their perception of the world (Forster, 1985).One of the main themes in "The Longest Journey" is the importance 

of women's voices and experiences in the world of travel. Forster argues that women have a unique perspective 
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on the world, and their voices and experiences are often overlooked or ignored. He suggests that it is essential 

to include women's perspectives when discussing travel and exploring different cultures, as they offer a different 

and valuable perspective on the world.Forster also explores the challenges that women face when traveling, 

particularly in societies where gender roles are strictly defined. He notes that women often have to navigate 

different cultural norms and expectations, which can make travel challenging and sometimes dangerous. 

Women may also face harassment or discrimination while traveling, which can make it difficult to fully engage 

with the culture and people they are visiting.However, despite these challenges, Forster argues that women have 

a unique ability to connect with people from different cultures and build meaningful relationships. He suggests 

that women's empathy and emotional intelligence make them excellent ambassadors of their own cultures and 

that they have a valuable role to play in building bridges between different cultures (Stetz, 2005).One of the 

most notable essays in "The Longest Journey" is "The Maharani of Baroda," in which Forster recounts his 

meeting with a wealthy Indian woman who traveled extensively and challenged traditional gender roles in her 

society. The Maharani was a powerful and influential figure in Indian society, and her experiences provide a 

unique perspective on the challenges that women face when traveling in different cultures (Sullivan, 2008).In 

sum, "The Longest Journey" is an insightful and thought-provoking exploration of the role of women in travel 

and their experiences of the world. Forster's essays and personal reflections offer valuable insights into the 

challenges that women face when traveling and the ways in which their gender affects their perception of the 

world. Similar to “Aspects of the Novel” the book is an important reminder of the need to include women's 

voices and experiences when exploring different cultures and building connections across cultures.As we 

conclude our journey through Forster's works, 'The Longest Journey' serves as a bridge to 'England's Pleasant 

Land,' where Forster recognizes the changing roles of women in society and their contributions to the English 

cultural tapestry. 

3.9. England's Pleasant Land 

"England's Pleasant Land" is a collection of essays by Forster (1940) that explores various aspects of English 

life, culture, and history. While women are not the primary focus of the essays, they do play an important role 

in Forster's reflections on English society and its traditions (Forster, 1971).One of the themes that emerges in 

Forster's essays is the importance of women in preserving and perpetuating English culture. In the essay "Old 

Things and New," Forster notes that women are the keepers of family traditions and histories, and they play an 

essential role in passing on these traditions to future generations. He suggests that the continuity of English 

culture depends on the efforts of women to maintain these connections to the past (Tamboukou, 2007).Forster 

also explores the changing roles of women in English society. In the essay "Abinger Harvest," he notes that the 

traditional roles of women as wives and mothers are starting to shift, and women are beginning to pursue careers 

and opportunities outside the home. He suggests that this is a positive development, as it allows women to 

develop their talents and contribute to society in new ways.However, Forster also recognizes the challenges that 

women face in pursuing these new opportunities. In the essay "Notes on the English Character," he notes that 

women who break with traditional gender roles may face criticism and ostracism from society. He suggests that 

it is important for society to support and encourage women who are pursuing new paths and contributing to 

society in new ways (McKibbin, 1998).Overall, while women are not the primary focus of "England's Pleasant 

Land," they do play a significant function in Forster's reflections on English society and its traditions. Forster 

acknowledges the important contributions that women have made to English culture and suggests that the 

continuity of this culture depends on the efforts of women to maintain these connections to the past. At the same 

time, he recognizes the changing roles of women in society and like “Aspects of the Novel” and “The longest 

Journey” suggests that it is important to support and encourage women who are breaking with traditional gender 

roles and contributing to society in new and innovative ways. 

4. Results 

In this section, the results are presented based on the research questions of the study.  

1. How are female characters portrayed in E.M. Forster's novels? 

Female characters in Forster's novels are portrayed in a variety of ways. Some characters, such as Adela Quested 

in A Passage to India, are central protagonists whose actions and experiences shape the plot of the novel. Others, 

such as Mrs. Moore in the same novel, play a more supporting role but still have a significant impact on the 

themes and ideas explored in the work. Women in Forster's novels are often depicted as struggling against 

patriarchal societal norms and the limitations imposed upon them by their gender. 

2. What roles do female characters play in the plot and themes of Forster's works? 
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Female characters in Forster's works often play significant roles in shaping the plot and themes of the novel. 

They may serve as catalysts for the action of the story, such as Adela Quested's accusation against Dr. Aziz in 

A Passage to India. They may also provide a lens through which to explore themes such as colonialism, cultural 

difference, and gender dynamics. In some cases, female characters may challenge or subvert traditional gender 

roles and power dynamics, leading to a reexamination of societal norms and expectations. 

3. How does Forster explore issues of gender and power dynamics through his portrayal of female characters? 

Forster's portrayal of female characters often reflects his exploration of issues of gender and power dynamics. 

Women in his works are frequently depicted as navigating the limitations imposed upon them by patriarchal 

societal norms and challenging traditional gender roles. This can take the form of women seeking education 

and autonomy, or resisting the control of male authority figures. Forster's exploration of gender and power 

dynamics also intersects with his examination of themes such as class and cultural difference. 

4. In what ways do the female characters in Forster's works navigate cultural difference, particularly in the 

context of colonialism? 

Many of Forster's works are set against the backdrop of colonialism, and female characters in these novels 

frequently navigate cultural difference in a variety of ways. They may be caught between the cultural 

expectations of their own society and those of the colonizers, or they may be drawn to the culture of the 

colonizers while struggling to maintain a connection to their own cultural heritage. Women in Forster's works 

also often serve as a bridge between cultures, mediating the tensions and misunderstandings that arise between 

colonizers and colonized. 

5. To what extent does Forster challenge or reinforce traditional gender roles through his portrayal of female 

characters? 

Throughout his works, Forster's portrayal of female characters is a subversive commentary on traditional gender 

roles. Whether it's Lucy Honeychurch's journey to self-discovery in 'A Room with a View' or Margaret 

Schlegel's defiance of societal norms in 'Howards End,' Forster consistently uses these characters to challenge 

and transcend the boundaries of their gender, highlighting the potential for subversion within the constraints of 

their society. Women in his novels may resist the control of male authority figures or seek education and 

autonomy beyond what is expected of them. However, Forster also occasionally reinforces traditional gender 

roles, particularly in his earlier works. Overall, his portrayal of female characters reflects the complexity of 

gender dynamics and societal expectations. 

6. How do Forster's views on gender and power dynamics intersect with his exploration of other themes in 

his novels, such as class and cultural difference? 

Forster's exploration of gender and power dynamics intersects with his examination of other themes in his 

novels, particularly class and cultural difference. The ways in which women navigate gender and power 

dynamics may be impacted by their class and cultural background, and their experiences may shed light on the 

intersection of these various identities. Similarly, the exploration of cultural difference in Forster's works often 

intersects with his examination of gender and power dynamics, as women may experience unique challenges 

and opportunities based on their cultural identity and their gender. 

5. Conclusion 

Throughout his writings, Forster explores the role of women in society and their contributions to English culture. 

While women are not always the primary focus of his works, they are often integral to the themes and messages 

that he conveys. From the determined and independent Lucy Honeychurch in "A Room with a View," to the 

fiercely independent and unconventional Margaret Schlegel in "Howards End," to the introspective and complex 

Adela Quested in "A Passage to India," Forster's female characters challenge traditional gender roles and offer 

new perspectives on the world around them.Forster's essays also reflect his interest in the role of women in 

society. In "The Machine Stops," he imagines a world where human interaction has been replaced by technology 

and where women, in particular, are confined to narrow and restrictive roles. In "England's Pleasant Land," he 

reflects on the changing roles of women in society as they begin to pursue careers and opportunities outside the 

home.Overall, Forster's writings suggest that women play a critical role in English culture and society. They are 

often the keepers of family traditions and histories, and they have made important contributions to English 

literature, art, and culture. At the same time, Forster recognizes the challenges that women face in pursuing their 

goals and dreams, particularly in a society that is often resistant to change.In conclusion, E.M. Forster's writings 

offer a nuanced and complex perspective on the role of women in society. Through his female characters and 

his essays, he explores the challenges and opportunities that women face in a rapidly changing world. He also 
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celebrates the contributions that women have made to English culture and suggests that their continued 

participation and involvement are essential to the growth and development of society as a whole. 
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