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Memorandum from the South Korean Permanent
Representative to the Security Council

The attached letter dated 1 September 1983 from the Permanent
Observer of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations was addressed to
the President of the Security Council. In accordance with the request
therein contained, the letter is being circulated as a document of the
Security Council.

Annex

Letter dated 1 September 1983 from the Permanent Observer of
the Republic of Korea to the iftiited Nations addressed to the
President of the Security Council

Upon instructions from my Government, | have the honour to bring
to your urgent attention the tragic incident in which a commercial
passenger plane of the Republic of Korea was shot down by fighter planes
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at about 1830 hours, Greenwich
Mean Time, on 31 August 1983.

The Boeing 747 flight 007, one of five regular weekly flights of
Korean Airlines between Seoul and New York, was en route from New
York to Seoul, after refueling in Anchorage, Alaska. There were two
hundred and forty civilian passengers of different nationalities and twenty-
nine crew members on board.

Condemning most strongly this unprovoked barbaric act committed
by the Soviet Union in blatant violation of basic norms of international law
and practice in international civil aviation, and gravely concerned by the
situation arising from this incident, | request you to call an urgent meeting
of the Security Council, in accordance with Article 35 of the United
Nations Charter, to consider immediately this serious matter.
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In this connection, | declare, on behalf of my Government, that the
Republic of Korea accepts, as it has always done so, the obligation of
pacific settlement as provided for in the present Charter.

| also request that the representative of the Government of the
Republic of Korea be invited by the Security Council to participate in the
discussion relating to this matter in accordance with Article 32 of the
Charter.
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1. The National Archives, PREM19/3655, GRS582, FM Moscow 201128z, Letter from
Prime Minister to President Reagan, Korean Airlines, N0.1045, 23 Sep, 1983.
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Soviet, Korean Airliner: Suspension Of Flights, No.705, 12 Sep, 1983.

. T.N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS 530, FM Ukmis New York 120119z, Letter from Prime
Minister to President of Guyana, Korean Airliner, NO. 809, 12 Sep, 1983.

. T.N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS400 / 3, FM Rome 131615Z, Letter from Prime Minister to
President Reagan, Korean Airlines, N0.427, 14 Sep, 1983.

.o ‘Y‘ ! u:lj*

United Nations, Security Council, Document, Resolution 2470 (1983), 2 September, 1983.
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Perspective”, NYLS Journal of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 6,
No.1, 1984.

7. Morganf, Craig A., “The Downing of Korean Air Lines Flight 007, Yale
Journal of International Law, Vol. 11, No.4, 1985.

8. Schwartz, Ian A., “Chan v. Korean Air Lines, Ltd.: Skirting the Legislative
History of the Warsaw Convention”, Northwestern Journal of International
Law & Business, VVol. 10, No.1, 1990.

DpDowning, Taylor, 1983: Reagan, Andropov, and a World on the Brink, (Da Capo
Press, Hachette Book Group, New York, 2012), P.117.

@Hassan, Farouk, “A Legal Analysis of the Shooting of Korean Airlines Flight 007 by
the Soviet Union”, Journal of Air Law and Commerce, Vol.9, No.1, 1984, P.557.

el Cpal lifias e Basial) Vol Lgiallal 4l Ay At lilee o 23 il yilall ells culg()
AatV) g (e gylseall @l o diell @) &5 Al gl Golgeall ylad Ll lpalaia) (e OIS
Glagigl s b o) LS By aad 8 lagd o J e (Voo v) oo ST ) cilias dilead) b s
(V70 e J1) Jsr basS S (e £Sipal 5l ddacdsy 30 dudec 2085 5 ¢V AAY ple Jslasg ¢ ygladl)
LS ¢ (gsad) CDladl ) elseall Bage ysgaat] A2} Alle il yualS 53530 (RC-135) Cobra Ball
Gy ) glgeall Lol ) AaGE) chlay) daady Clas) Li€a isneS Lkl gl JS cilea
Downing, Op. Cit., P.121. okt el A Y1 RSl
®Morganf, Craig A., “The Downing of Korean Air Lines Flight 007", Yale Journal of
International Law, Vol. 11, No.4, 1985, P.234.
®Downing, Op. Cit., P.122.
®pid., P.117.

(DHassan, Op. Cit., P.557.
®Morganf, Op. Cit., P.237.

L Lo ¢Aipal 5ol dulaiad (VA€2 ple SBI 0080 (e aladl b lgdle sl 2 2 o2 1S Ali()
Daipe dial 521Sud 8 g Lan U Balaall cilagSall ey iy didall (55l paen gy (Sopal) Gyl
Gl all plasial acm Al duallall Cpall e Lo dlie sa @l el adlal) IS ¢ Joall aal opudall ol

521K Al 23 VAV ale el £8laY "Aalhaal) Saldl Tase (Gadad JSUiag ply )y puenill dlassS
oat WS ¢ Joall nall ol dalaia by A ¢ Joall aall ohalall adan 1) 405 A8UEY) Aol
o3 (358 Augall CDlal) maan laag Ao ySuenll (e S 5andie (3lalie elinly 5adlaiall Joall dalys LalY)
@5t ol Jlaall e dojang ALIS salus Ay JSI b sa8lanial) Joall Cagias Glld e Slab ¢ laliall
Ay Zaalsy) slaall 35b elsel) Jad Lo Algal ilagll (gsall Jlaall () Lgia Al 52Lal) riasig ¢ lgaaal)]

Hassan, Op. Cit., P.563. ok ajall Al ol s elsel)

(9T .N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS582, FM Moscow 201128z, Letter from Prime Minister
to President Reagan, Korean Airlines, N0.1045, 23 Sep, 1983.
@DDowning, Op. Cit., P.121.

|| \Vo

W 2 PR L A
ErE=y SR I‘ TN AN Ef AV ON
.
B




(VAAY)dus gzl 455801 Lo glasedl 8y5lat Sudgund | ol ¥ Toli! A3l cpo Lisllas yy i

2Morganf, Op. Cit., P.237.

(13Schwartz, lan A., “Chan v. Korean Air Lines, Ltd.: Skirting the Legislative History
of the Warsaw Convention”, Northwestern Journal of International Law & Business,
Vol. 10, No.1, 1990, P.141.

4McCarthy, Gerard Michael, “Limitations on the Right to Use Force Against Civil
Aerial Intruders: The Destruction of KAL Flight 007 in Community Perspective”,
NYLS Journal of International and Comparative Law, Vol. 6, No.1, 1984, P.177.

S Morganf, Op. Cit., P.237.

®Downing, Op. Cit., P.122.

("MHassan, Op. Cit., P.555.

3 LSy gl (35 (gall Jaal) N Jadlls i gy (Y ALl sabiedl ol Jsal) 0silall Cajiny(™)
Ll B8 goal) dlaall e slasad) & Gall Algs (5 mia Guladd (8 ¢ Supal — IS azill 8 Galaa
Gt sl dladll e Blascdl 8 aad) a1 A Glpd) ala mie e K5l sl ) iy
G b Alsall Auslaad) Gsinll 3sms s (goad) Jlaal e sl =id (a1 Bl 8yl Lgaual)f
L aat Al plladll Jase (e s dagall 3 (2 (gl Jlaall S Balaadl 8 @llng clgland eyl

ok el L "AaBY) Babwdl Bl Ciagi Le sale s Lguialil 8 Aol

Hassan, Farooq, “The Shooting down of Korean Airlines Flight 007 by the USSR and
the Future of Air Safety for Passengers”, British Institute of International and
Comparative Law, Vol. 33, No. 3, 1984, P.714.

19T N.A., PREM19/3655, GR136, Flash F C O, Tass At 1707z Carried The Following
Report, Korean Airliner, N0.957, 1 Sep, 1983.

Ciady VA plad Gl AdlE o Joall el ghalall ae Jala Loty sy saalaa J) cilg(™)
I ol saBlanall Joall Cayints (goall Lallae 8 Algall o o Lgie (V1 Baldd) o ¢lgn (YA) Lgdle
Lo alsal (goal) Jlaall o) &l salal) eamsiy clgaall s (gall Jaall (o dupuany ALalS 8ol A
A8eY) Gl of A 5ol Casasl Lad ¢ m) V) a1 e i Y Le LaalBY) olidd) (358 clsgll oy
daadle Liad pgall (e ¢duSuaall Gl S Jsal) LeSlar ) s g s duinall il o (alaiy
=l (398 Aaliina Adey Lga Aaod (gl it Jeaa W 4l e Sl Al aaladl el (e Gl saldl)
i ¥ AiaY) Al G il of Ll ealgl) b g elgal) @l (g0 Gald 35 V] Ao (6
) Alall Glld gl "Algana’ & oSall 138 b derdiendl LalS 66881 Jsall (goal) Jladll e (saail

bty avhall | Uil Alelall dgad) QIS il e

Hassan, Op. Cit., P.563.

@YMcCarthy, Op. Cit., P.191.

(22 American Society of International Law, “Documents Concerning The Korean Air
Lines Incident”, International Legal Materials, Vol. 22, No.5, 1993, P.1110.
3Hassan, Op. Cit., P.587.

1) Gl 1 e a0 o 550ty 3l ()

@5Laveson, Jeffrey D., “Korean Airline Flight 007: Stalemate in International Aviation
Law- A Proposal for Enforcement, San Diego Law Review”, School of Law, (Law
School Journals, London, Vol. 22, No.7, 1985), P.860.

(26)Klein, Richard and Warner, William B., “Nuclear Coincidence and the Korean
Airline Disaster”, Cambridge Core, (The Johns Hopkins University Press, Vol. 16,
No.1, 1986), P.8.

” v ‘ | Sleelainl — (F) DU ¢ 31 - 2 2024 Jobil — pde Bpalad @dl - (Y1) (g pdently (sl saa




‘éw._LEJ‘ 29024 .\.‘:-‘5.” s éjm)ﬁs.\.” .SU'.mm-qu.\." Mﬁ‘-’a;b-' e Ll | u.a)..kll

@Morganf, Op. Cit., P.239.

@®pid., P.240.

@9Hassan, Op. Cit., P.559.

©)Morganf, Op. Cit., P.243.

‘u:ual\ ‘Lu)a sl:ﬂ\)'.'\ui Ja ‘ub\:ﬂ\ c\:\.\Un:\).a 814l C_:\:\\j)n “;”;:xs}.d\ Jandl Cuad ‘:,,jl\ d}.ﬂ\ O (e (\‘\)

Lysgany 8lsehl ¢ pssS) ¢ oaad claaglsS eByglates (Lllay WSl cangad) clijand ¢ 5l claibiys claila
Pl ) Gadae (8 Joall 038 i e Jrealdil) e 3all LApalany) Laldl)

MccCarthy, Op. Cit., P.178.

©2United Nations, Security Council, Document, Resolution 2470 (1983), 2 September,

1983.

©3)McCarthy, Op. Cit., P.178.

®YMorganf, Op. Cit., P.238.

©5)_aveson, Op. Cit., P.864.

®6)Hassan, Op. Cit., P.558.

©Morganf, Op. Cit., P.238.

@McCarthy, Op. Cit., P.179.

®9pid., P.181.

“OMorganf, Op. Cit., P.238.

“DMcCarthy, Op. Cit., P.182.

“2Morganf, Op. Cit., P.238.

“3)Laveson, Op. Cit., P.866.

Osmast s A OV ATY ale Glus e Cppdially mledl (B Ay ¢ lass caslashs 2 Oguagi ool (gn(*)
& «Trinity iy 324S5 Aberdeen gl deslss Phillips EXeter siuS] Ganld daanlSl 3 aales
Ghadg 2n b daey V400 le b uloghaall clldly sl (Cambridge g amlS daals LS gaal
LS o(GlsiasSll (9585 Daalall By BaY) Tyl By b cralic B i Ay dacalal) il
S5 dae & VAV 1V AVY e el ) Jladi Gulaa (530 wlall qugaiall (iliy s Crcaia Jad
SV AVY e saall wigh ) el amsiall aal 5 ) AVT LV AVY e Laaplad) 8l3s0 e L B35
dle Ohia e G 3 A5 O AAY Gle I VAAY le e Basiall as) sal Ll Gogaially o) GAY

Theakston, Op. Cit., P.198. ok ujall YA

“9T N.A., PREM19/3655 GRS 500, FM Ukmis New York 030001z, Letter from Prime
Minister to Security Council, Korean Airliner, No.772, 2 Sep, 1983.

“9T N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS, FM F C 0 121934Z, Letter from Prime Minister to
The Soviet, Korean Airliner: Suspension Of Flights, No.705, 12 Sep, 1983.

“DT.N.A., PREM19/3655 GR400, FM Ukmis New York O3004j5z ,Letter from Prime
Minister to Security Council, Korean Airliner, No.771, 2 Sep, 1983.

“®aveson, Op. Cit., P.860.

“9bid., P.866.

®9K lein, Op. Cit., P.6.

®YMorganf, Op. Cit., P.247.

G2T.N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS 530, FM Ukmis New York 120119z, Letter from
Prime Minister to President of Guyana, Korean Airliner, NO. 809, 12 Sep, 1983.

:'\Jub.d\ QJ\}AJ\ sﬂtﬁ ‘_,,in n;ujj Jl ‘(Aud\ d} k;mba um Lﬂl.\.é "_\Jls ‘(KAL 007)31;) .L\i.ul dﬁ(or)
il & il Ayl dgall Jashadll 42,6 5ila Cacajad Ladie 140X ale lut (e (apdally aulill b
Oﬁ sg).ﬂ.u\ u.m “_J.:; \9.1\5 ua\a.«.u\ A 1.@.\5 4_\.\.«4\ c‘;\.ﬁ}.ﬂ\ alasyd d.ﬁ %) e};@l u.\b; ‘_A\ u_»a&‘)a e

M%\.:}f-‘.\eu ”:} ,—./u /(: ] -;
- G\ VY
Clm e F i = LtV et




(VAAY)dus gzl 455801 Lo glasedl 8y5lat Sudgund | ol ¥ Toli! A3l cpo Lisllas yy i

Bl Laedl) Gueall L ysgan o < Ule calaiad Ladie ¢190¢ ale cul€ (Al Zalall Ll cagagll el i)
Es8) G (2Dh0) dsSib e dgatie cilS (435S fsp (M Anl gk AS58) il SIS ASH Al
Jead Al LesSall o clalaial aas ((13AV=1AEY Ao dia ilanyll (oyall Aals culS (a8
& OBl sadlaaial g lgely il e ol 8 Iglaal agil cpacly ctualall e ddgguall (siinall
ALl cOla il Laxie 1900 ale eai (ha cppdally alad) 8 cian (B Esla) ¢ angail)
A il Y (Ll (gl Jaall ) Leihadl el Abihu) digall Jaghdll 4,80 deds sl
pgaan 158 (oLl ST (e daag LS) (0)) Ji calSy o(LS5) Jsithand ) o(Loall) Liasd e Lgiisha
Llad e cpdally @olall & cundy Al Balal) cdacadl) @l Gl e oSs (gl Sl jaas ol
Lot (VIT) J88 il ¢ yemay bt oo Alpana dlay G 280 3yl iy i Laxie ) AVY e
By el Lghind culS Al el (358 (goad) Jlaall 8 cipa) Lovie Ul Laliw) o3 ¢() 2 A) agie
O i) Candls clld mag gl i (o Gliarsat aday Ciagaiy Galall e LbAhHWY) desSall @y iel
Lalall Wl el ypinall Llaia) cuadyy Ll Ll dilaie el 38 Lgall 35Ul (L (2 Y) e Jaal)
gl (MIG) Sk (he A g i cildal Laxie ¢V AVA ale Glai (e cppdiall 8 Candy 33 (dusalal)
Jad 3) 3539 a2l Aaadlally s ola) dlld ¢ adsedl (o) Jlaall ) ciasl A€ IS, Byl e
als llall iy ASH dasjpuall Bagall (Ao uguad) ala¥) dugiall LysS Gad) JSE aBlgl) (3 o (Jso
) Sl Wyl e il Calad) Cund ile Tt S gad) 2lat) Yy dusiall Ly e 6l o

Pk sl
Morganf, Op. Cit., P.235; Hassan, Op. Cit., P.558; Laveson, Op. Cit., P.871.

®*Hassan, Op. Cit., P.587.

®%)1sa, Abu Dawoud Muhammad, MH17 Tragedy: A Comparative Analysis of Cold
War and Post Cold War Media Framing of Aviation Disasters, the degree of Master of
Science in Journalism, (West Virginia University, 2015), P.7.

(%)T.N.A., PREM19/3655, GRS400 / 3, FM Rome 131615Z, Letter from Prime
Minister to President Reagan, Korean Airlines, N0.427, 14 Sep, 1983.

&l V1 gl s (Cagagyail Aaia b dla o @l (IS O AAE Gle S (S Bles (™)
DAl b gl slamy) il ¢ 5 el ey VA ple Jalad (e i) lisa (e (£:04) el
Bria & Al (g)9 By N AAE le Blad e Ddie @l (8 Bliad) caadl M5 ¢ elall an Ju asd)
g e 4l haa JBa Cuai @5 OV AAC le g gSuge b e plasall b eyl las (e cuilly

Xno6ycroB, IIp.Uc., C.7. : jhay a3l .oyd e Victor Sonnen (isw 5iSd calaill

®®Brown, Op. Cit., P.17.
9 American Society of International Law, Op. Cit., P.1111.

” YA ‘ | Sleelainl — (F) DU ¢ 31 - 2 2024 Jobil — pde Bpalad @dl - (Y1) (g pdently (sl saa




