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Signs of the Arab Spring in poetry — poems from Ahmed Matar’s poetry
as an example
(Cultural Critical Perspective)
Muhammad Obaid Kadhim Al-Jurani
Jinan University (Lebanon). Faculty of Arts and Humanities. Department

of Arabic Language and Literature
Abstract:
Poetry occupies a vast space in the memory and collective imagination of a

nation. It has always been at the forefront of criteria for measuring cultural progress.
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Poetry has been closely linked to the revolutions of nations. The poet stood among
their people as an inspirer, motivator, participant, and advocate for those without a
voice. This role often led to various forms of harassment, exile, and the banning of
their poems. Without a doubt, after this extended struggle filled with indications and
signals of the Arab Spring revolutions, we find in the works of rejection and protest
poets like Amal Dunqul, Nizar Qabbani, Mahmoud Darwish, Aziz Al-Mansurah, and
Ahmed Matar, calls for revolution against tyrants, the overthrow of their thrones, and
the restoration of life to the freedom constrained by counterfeit cultural norms imposed
by dictatorial regimes. Cultural criticism represents the most appropriate method for
exposing these cultural norms and dismantling authoritative structures. As a free
method, it is capable of revealing opposing poetic discourse and decoding its
interactions with political discourse.

Keywords: (Poetry — Cultural Critique — Arab Spring).
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