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Issue Word
In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
  All praise is due to God, creator of the creation, granting  

good, praise suits His dignity as he must be praised, Prayer 
and peace be upon our master and prophet Mohammed and 
his progeny, the light of right guidance whom God removed all 
impurity from them and to make them completely pure. 

However, my dear respected readers, what is in your hands 
is the first  issue/ fifth volume of the fifth year of Turath Kerbala  
Journal. This indicates that it ignited the fifth candle ( year) of its 
age, after what it presented that qualifies it to stand side by side 
with the famous international enhanced adjudicated scientific 
journals, all that was done by Allah grace and Abi Alfadhel Abbas' 
(p.b.u.h.) blessing, by the brilliant authors' pens which is the life 
artery of the journal, and by efforts of the two commissions: the 
advisory and editorial. The two commissions put the plans and 
studies to promote the journal to a higher position. It provided 
the researchers with titles that th journal intended to write about. 
It limited heritage axis for expanded symposiums that were 
held with some Iraqi universities, in addition to reviewing and 
correcting the coming researches and advising researchers to 
highlight papers into brilliant scientific level before sending them 
to the scientific evaluators who were very qualified in the Iraqi 
universities.

  Due to the availability of huge amount of hidden Kerbala'i 
heritage in the handwritten plies that are exposed to damage 
and extinction and due to the importance of handwritten heritage 
and what it contains of knowledge treasures and scientific 
topics that participate actively in documenting the heritage 
, opening horizons in front of the researchers and learners 
to start searching and created and original studies enrich the 
scientific research and participate in its development, the 
journal decided to attach materials that concern the handwritten 



heritage with this issue and the next ones to be presented as 
an incontestable handwritten to the respected readers or an 
image for a handwritten or an index of handwritten, or stamps, or 
notifications, etc. that relate to the  handwritten heritage. In this 
issue, we deploy investigation of the shakh Mohammed's Teqi 
Al herewi Al Ha'iri biography that mentioned at the end of his 
book ( Nehayet Al Amal Fe keifeyat Al Rejou' Ila Elm Al Rejal). He 
interpreted himself in that end. He was one of the well-known 
figure in Kerbala heritage, for he settled in Kerbala for more than 
quarter a century as a teacher, till he died and was buried in the 
holy Husseini courtyard. 

   The other researches of this issue varied into reviving the 
underlined heritage of some Kerbala'i scholars, and the search 
in their biographies, methodology, and their scientific role to 
studying their characteristics and their intellectual and cultural 
products as well as the literary and historical researches, that 
besides other researches that formed a scientific variety 
harmonizes with the role and aims that the journal intends to 
carry out.

  As we deployed the biographies of the two commission staff 
in the last year/ first issue, we decided to deploy their updated 
biographies in the current issue. This will be adopted in the first 
issue every year.ز

  At the end, we kindly ask the respected readers to provide 
us with anything that promote the journal forwardly. And the 
close of our call will be, all praise is due to God, the Lord of 
the Universe! Prayer and peace be upon Mohammed and his 
progeny, the good men, the chaste men.

Editor-in-Chief



Issue Prelude
Why Heritage ? Why Karbala' ?

1- Human race is enriched with an accumulation both materialistic 
and moral, which diagnoses, in its behaviour, as associative culture 
and by which an individual's activity is motivated by word and deed 
and also thinking, it comprises, as a whole, the discipline that leads 
its life. And as greater as the activity of such weights and as greater 
their effect be as unified their location be and as extensive their  time 
strings extend; as a consequence, they come binary: affluence and 
poverty, length and shortness, when coming to a climax.

According to what has been just said, heritage may be looked at 
as a materialistic and moral inheritance of a particular human race, at 
a certain time, at a particular place. By the following description,the 
heritage of any race is described:

-the most important way to know its culture.
- the most precise material to explain its history.
- the ideal excavation to show its civilization.
And as much as the observer of the heritage of a particular culture 

is aware of the details of its burden as much as he is aware of its facts 
i.e. the relation between knowing heritage and awareness of it is a 
direct one; the stronger the first be, the stronger the second would 
be and vice versa. As a consequence, we can notice the deviation in 
the writings of some orientalists and others who intentionally studied 
the heritage of the east especially that of the Muslims. Sometimes, 
the deviation resulted from lack of knowledge of the details of the 
treasures of a particular eastern race, and some other times resulted 
from weakening the knowledge: by concealing an evidence or by 
distorting its reading or its interpretation.

2- Karbala': it is not just a geographical area with spatial and 
materialistic borders, but rather it is materialistic and moral treasures 
constituting, by itself, a heritage of a particular race, and together with 
its neighbours, it forms the greatest heritage of a wider race to which 
it belongs i.e. Iraq and the east. And in this sequence, the levels of 
injustice against Karbala' increase: once, because it is Karbala' with 
all that it has of the treasures generating all through history and 
once more because it is Karbala', that part of Iraq full of struggle and 
still once more because it is that part that belongs to the east , the 



area against which aggression is always directed. Each level has its 
degree of injustice against its heritage, leading to its being removed 
and its heritage being concealed; it is then written in shorthand and 
described in a way which does not actually constitute but ellipsis or 
a deviation or something out of context.

3-According to what has just been said, Karbala' Heritage Centre 
belonging to Al-Abbas Holy Shrine set out to establish a scientific 
journal specialized in Karbala' heritage dealing with different matters 
and aiming to: 

-the researchers viewpoints are directed to studying the heritage 
found in Karbala' with its three dimensions: civil, as part of Iraq and 
as part of the east.

- Watching the changes, the alternations and additions which 
show duality of the guest and luxury in Karbala' geographic area all 
through history and the extent of the relation with its neighbours 
and then the effect that such a relation has, whether negatively or 
positively on its movement culturally or cognitively .

- having a look at its treasures: materialistic and moral and then 
putting them in their right way and positions which it deserves 
through evidence.

- the cultural society: local, national and international should 
be acquainted with the treasures of Karbala' heritage and then 
introducing it as it is.

- to help those belonging to that heritage race consolidate their 
trust by themselves as they lack any moral sanction and also their 
belief in western centralization. This records a religious and legal 
responsibility .

- acquaint people with their heritage and consolidating the relation 
with the decent ants heritage, which signals the continuity of the 
growth in the decedents mode of life so that they will be acquainted 
with the past to help them know the future .

- the development with all its dimensions: intellectual, economic, 
etc. Knowing the heritage enhances tourism and strengthens the 
green revenues.

And due to all the above, Karbala' Heritage journal emerged which 
calls upon all specialist researchers to provide it with their writings 
and contributions without which it can never proceed further.

Editorial & Advisory Boards
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Abstract
Some factors helped Kerbala to start trading. Needless to say that its 

location in the middle of Iraq has an influence to activate trade movement 
in Kerbala. Thus, it can be said that geographical factor has an influence, 
where Kerbala links Baghdad and Kufa with Al Hijaz and Nejd area which 
highly participated in making Kerbala a significant passage for the desert 
caravans and later to be a significant passage for Hilla city which was 
established in 495 H.

The religious factor also has a prominent influence in appearing and 
developing the city. Indeed, people tried to make, due to this factor, Kerbala 
a scientific polestar to Ahlul Beit’s doctrine (p.b.u.t. ). The influence of the 
political factor disturbed negatively and positively. Sometimes, it was a 
demolition factor to people’s move, and it was natural to see this feature 
along to Umayyad era and different periods of the Abbasid era. The city 
was often undergoing their spite the matter make Kerbala side deeply. 
Some of these periods can be mentioned, for example, AL Bowehiyah 
state era and Hillai Benizeyed that its respect and admiration to Kerbala 
.Then, Abbasid state disturbance has arole development prosperity of 
the city scientifically and intellectually, in particular; moreover, it became 
destination to seniors and notables of the belief, especially in the scholar 
Al Hassan Bin Yousif Bin Al Muteher Al Hilli’s (726 H.). He had counted 
study gatherings in Holy Husseini courtyard where many students and 
scholars have studied. His class gathering was great in Kerbala as well 
as the legist’s era Ibn Al Fehad Al Hilli when Kerbala mastered Imami 
intellectually school and became center of attraction and for scholars. 
Surely, this made Ibn Betuta (779 H.) describes Kerbala’s market as a 
flourishing one or as he imagined it when he was talking about the city 
development and its holy sights.

These factors and others encouraged Kerbala trade prosperity. So, in 
spite of shortage of information about this city trade during Islamic eras, 
we tried to shed light on its trade and merchants who were dealing with 
various materials that desired in Kerbala’s markets which were transferred 
into Kerbala from different places.
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ملخ�ص البحث
ان لوقوعها  وسط  التجارة فلايخفى  قيام         ساعدت عوامل عدة كربلاء على 
العراق كان له الأثر في تنشيط حركة التجارة فيها لذا فيمكن القول أن لعامل الجغرافية 
أثر لذلك فكربلاء تربط بغداد والكوفة بمنطقة نجد والحجاز مما اسهم بشكل كامل بأن 
تكون كربلاء ممراً هاماً لتجارة القوافل الصحراوية ،ثم لتصبح ممراً هاماً لمدينة الحلة التي 

تأسست سنة495هـ.
كما كان للعامل الديني الأثر الأبرز في ظهور وتطور المدنية،بل حاول الناس أن يجعلوا – 
بسبب هذا العامل- من كربلاء قبلة علمية لفقه اهل البيت عليهم السلام ،أما العامل السياسي 
فأضطرب أثره سلباً وإيجاباً،فمرة كان عامل هدم في حركة الناس ومن الطبيعي ان ترى هذه 
الميزة طيلة العصر الأموي ،وفترات مختلفة من العصر العباسي،فغالباً ما كانت المدينة تخضع 
لحقد هؤلاء ،وفي أوقات كانت كربلاء تتنفس الصعداء نذكر من هذه العهود على سبيل المثال 
لاالحصر عصر الدولة البويهية ،أوعصر إمارة بني مزيد الحلية التي نظرت الى كربلاء نظرة 
إجلال وإكبار ،ثم كان لإنهيار الدولة العباسية عامل إضطراد في نمو المدينة وإزدهارها لاسيما 
العلمي والفكري بل صارت وجهة لكبراء أعيان المذهب خاصة عصر العلامة الحلي الحسن 
الحسيني  الصحن  في  متعددة  درس  مجالس  له  كانت  اذ  المطهر)ت726هـ(  بن  يوسف  بن 
العلم ، فكان مجلس درسه محفل في  العلماء وطلبة  الشريف ،تتلمذ فيها على يده عديد من 
ابن فهد الحلي الذي تزعمت في عصره كربلاء مدرسة  النحرير  الفقيه  كربلاء ،وكذا عصر 
الفكر الإمامي في العراق وصارت محط أنظار الناس وطلبة العلم ،وأكيد ان هذا ما دعى ابن 
بطوطة)ت779هـ( لأن يصف سوق كربلاء بأنه كان سوقاً عامراً أو أنه يصوره أنه كذلك في 

معظم حديثه عن عمران المدينة ومشاهدها المقدسة.
شجعت هذه العوامل وغيرهاعلى إزدهار تجارة كربلاء  ،فالبرغم من قلة المعلومات 
عن تجارة هذه المدينة  في العصور الإسلامية  حاولنا تسليط الضوء على تجارتها ،واصناف 
التجار الذين كانوا يتاجرون في مختلف المواد التي لاقت رواجاً في أسواق كربلاء  والتي 

كانت تنقل لها من مناطق متعددة. 



21

Sebah Hashim Kereem M.A. in History

Fifth Year, Fifth Volume, First Issue March / 2018 A.D.- Jumada AL- Akhaira / 1439 A.H

Introduction
Knowing heritage of any nation of human group requires 

comprehending its human activity and social movement. Through 
them, the society directed nature and ideology are understood by all 
details. One of the most important social activity is market movement. 
Accordingly, I preferred to tackle trade movement in Kerbala to cover, as 
possible, heritage types. I, from the first time, realized that I suffer from 
information rareness that shows this social image which I intend to intend 
to investigate and explain to others who try later to write about political, 
economic, social, and intellectual city heritage. The last (intellectual) is 
the most important in the topic.

Importance of the topic springs from unavailability of a study that shed 
a light on this side of Kerbala history. The city was and still an attractive 
factor for many Muslims and non- Muslims. What accompanies people 
movement to the holy city is market movement development and trade 
growth that was limited and later developed through time, till the city 
became highly grown later increase and economically flourished.

The researcher used some references that benefited the study with 
the information in spite of its rareness. Among these references are: Al 
Tebserah Bi Altejarah which describes what is interesting in countries 
of high stuff, precious clothes and expensive jewelry by Al Jahiz ( born 
255 H.) Ahsen Al Teqasim fi Ma’rifet Al Iqalim by Al Mecdisi ( born 311 
H.), Neshwar Al Muhadherah we Ikhbar Al Muthakerah, by Al tenoukhi( 
born 384 H.), Al Buldan Dictionary by Yaqout Al Hemewi ( born 262 H.), 
Mejme’a Al Adab fe Mu’jem Al Al qab Ibn by Al Fouti, ( born 723 H.), 
Tuhfet Al Nudhar fe Gra’ib Al Imsar we Ija’b Al Isfar by Ibn Betuta ( born 
779 H.).

The research dealt with the following points: the encouraging factors 
for growing trade in Kerbala, merchants types, Kerbala trade in the Late 
Abbasid eras ( 222 H. 656 H,), and finally trading materials in Kerbala 
markets.

The political and religious powers that Kerbala city carries which 
relates originally to its symbolism concerning the global right revolution 
started and still is by Imam Hussein (p.b.u.h.) led everyone adopts peace 
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country policy, particularly in Iraq, to resist these symbol and concept. 
This forms the resistance to destroy the city development, demolishing 
its traces, and nobles’ news scattered fragments in the books like 
jewelries that requires hard investigation to discover them and revive 
spirit in its heritage, including people movement which is considered a 
condition to understand its heritage of people life in general and of the 
nobles in specific including the philologists, their study gathering, their life 
nature, their students, and other issues, of course, the trade is the most 
significant of this movement. This is what basically done in writing this 
research, we followed Kerbala traces wherever we found in references, 
till the research has this shape which consists of some points as follows:

a.The encouraging factors for trade development in Kerbala
Needless to mention what is the influence of Kerbala location in the 

middle of Kerbala in trade activation. Thus, it can be said that geographical 
factor has an impact since it connects Baghdad and Kufa with Nejd area 
and Al Hijaz, the matter that strongly participated for Kerbala to be a 
significant passage for desert caravan trade, later it became a significant 
passage to Hilla city that established ( 495 H.), in addition to the east, 
middle and south cities, presence of people gatherings encouraged 
caravans merchants to work in trade in Kerbala in their ways. It also 
encouraged to activate market movement especially when introducing 

services to these caravans(1). This ,in turn, encouraged the internal 
and single People movement, in addition, it became active. In spite of 
the later references, but it gives a clear image about life and trade in 
Kerbala markets. Among these references, Ibn Betuta’s saying, and the 
reference that it is within specialized markets deals with carpets, clothes, 
and weaving as well as trading with agricultural products among cities at 
that time. A movement with such size gives an impression that the city 
had high development with different economical movement and a strong 

religious and social movement(2).
Among other factors is the religious factor. Indeed, this factor has the 

most prominent impact in appearing and developing of the city. However, 
people tried, due to this factor, make Kerbala a scientific polestar to Ahlul 
Beit (p.b.u.h.) doctrine. Thus, many people settled down beside the two 
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holy shrines and this increased their movement, as a result, the internal 
and external trade movement. Moreover, this factor made extremists of 
Umayyad against Ahlul Beit and their lovers prevent people to approach 
Kerbala, destroyed the tombs more than one time, and confined people 

in their living, and started spreading though it was slow(3). So, its trade 
activity continued spreading till it reached the seventh and eighth 
centuries when the city took its role among other Iraqi cities, that’s why 
life was active and the scientific side in particular. As a result, People 
movement flourished and demand and transactions increased. Beside 
trade movement factors and number of merchants were the continuous 
visits caravans especially during the visit seasons, particularly Imam 

Hussein (p.b.u.h. )(4) Irba’een.
The best image of this Jihad procession was Hayder’s Al Hilli poems 

when he used to organize a poem every year in this occasion and this 

poet was one of the eighth Hijri century scholars(5).
The other factor was the human one that has two merits. The first 

is by including part of the big populated area in Iraq which actively 
participated in the city development and later increasing its various social 
and intellectual activities. Indeed, it activated learning movement in the 
city. This led to appearing scientific schools and science gathering for 
many legists and scholars beside the two holy shrines gathering.

The second merit is that the whole second style represents a principle 
base for the twelve Imami ideology, since Kerbala people and the 
surrounded area are Ahlul Beit’s doctrine followers. Thus, the continuous 
displacement has influence to enrich market movement and commercial 
city growth.

The political factor is the last factor that has negative and positive 
influences. It was, sometimes, a destructive factor to People movement 
such what happened during Umayyad era. The city was under those 
people’s malice. Sometimes, Kerbala sigh deeply, for example, during Al 
Bouwayayh state ( 334 – 447 H.) or Hilli Beni Zaid’s Emirate ( 388 - 558 

H.) that looked at Kerbala with respect and admiration(6). Destruction of 
Abbassid state was an increasing factor in the growth and prosperity, the 
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scientific, and the intellectual in specific; indeed, it became a destination 
to the great doctrine lords ( seniors), specially during the Hilli scholar Al 
Hassan Bin Yousif Al Muteher ( born 726 H.).he had many study gatherings 
in the holy Husseini courtyard where many scholars and researchers had 
been studied under his supervision. Thus, study gathering was famous 
in Kerbala. That is also applicable to the skilled jurist, Ibn Fehad’s Al 
Hilli time when Kerbala mastered the Imam ideology school in Iraq and 
became people’s researchers’ center of attraction. This, perhaps made 
Ibn Betuta( born 779 H.) describes Kerbala’s market as flourishing one 
or when he imagined it in his speech concerning the city development 

and holy shrines(7).
Therefore, the wide variety that the city witnessed in the life nature had 

an impact on the variety crafts and industries which in turn led to increase 
merchants number: young or old, single or wholesale. The normal value 
in which they were dealing Islamic countries by, had also an influence. 
That’s why attend with great respect even among the governmental 
circles. This facilitated their movement and let the trade flourish.

b. Merchants types: Abu Al Fadhul Al Demeshki mentioned three 

types of merchants(8).
1.The agent: he is the merchant that deals with different countries. 

This merchant brings a list of all materials prices where he wants to sell 
his goods and adds expense of transporting and staying that he showed 
by in order to carry the goods safely. Then, he compares the result with 
the previous price list to ensure his profit. When the agent enters, he 
does not know very well, he should search for the trusted agents and 
understand the markets les he involve himself. In fact, we couldn’t find 
merchants’ name of this type or even their families.

2.The savor: in this way, the merchant buys the goods during its 
availability with lots of seller and weak demand. Then, he saves it and 
waits suitable circumstances to be short, stopping importance, difficulty 
of transporting due to high costs transportation due to increasing demand. 
Al Demeshki suggest that the savor (we couldn’t find merchants’ name 
of this type or even their families ) have to check the country state where 
he lives concerning safety, justice, weakness, and strength of the state. 
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He should direct his trade policy according to the general conditions.
3.The supplier: this merchant (we couldn’t find merchants’ name of 

this type or even their families ) doesn’t travel from country to another, 
but he has trusted agents. He sent them the goods to sell, then they, in 
turn, buy him the goods and send it to him. The agent should have, as a 
condition, special experience in the goods that they buy and/ or sell. The 
large number of signs indicates the agent’s significance in the trade life 
for they were performing the same job of nowadays trade companies 

branches(9). Kerbala was a trade caravans location, the matter that made 

people from different places go to it(10). The Kerbala merchants were 
trading in different places till they reached east: India and China to the 

west till Tebreaze(11) and other countries. Ibn Al Quti mentions in his 
reference a figure called Izu Al Deen Abu Abdullah Bin Abi Al Sadat Al 
Husseini Al Ubaidili saying ( he is from the surrounded shrine population, 
best peace and salam be upon him. I saw him in Tebreaze in 707. He 
was one of the merchants who used to come Al Sham land. He was a 

honorable self(12) )
Also Ibn Betuta mentioned to us about a merchant of Kerbala called Ali 

Bin Mensour had already reached Khewarizm city(13). Another merchant 
called Abi Abdullah Muhammed Bin Abi Al Qasim Bi Nefeas Al Kerbalai 

had reached Morocco(14). Presence of markets in Kerbala led to appear 

food stores and inns that imported materials(15) are displayed people. 

This took part in the prosperity of the trade of the trade life in the area(16).
Kerbala city became a destination for different merchants brining 

goods as well as many visitors from different states whether during visits 
seasons or other days in the year. This altogether led to muchness and 
spreading markets where merchants from different lands come to sell 
their goods to buy what they need. This can clearly be shown when a 

narrator said ‘ I came Kerbala to sell cloth(17), where an old man, from Tay 

tribe prepared us food, we stayed with him at night, etc.(18)

Unfortunately, we don’t have accurate information about the markets 
that deal with trading. They could be distributed according to crafts 
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goods and trading, on the contrary to Kufa city markets that were limited 
neither in place nor included within one building. Kufa lies on the fertile 
valley side, near the desert. It was an important station on Al Haj road 
and a gathering place for the caravan coming from the desert. It has 
two commercial centers: homes of earning and home of refuse place. 
The first lies on the right bank of Euphrates. It was basically place of 
collecting and selling wars spoils Later, it developed to be a commercial 
center. Its markets were covered and extend from Kufa bridge to the city 
center. The second lies on the western gate of the city where it was a 
commercial center with Arabian peninsula. Mules and cattle had been 
sold in its markets, but refuse place deteriorate during the second half of 

the fourth Hijri century.(19)

C. Kerbala trade in the late Abbaside eras ( 656 – 222 H.)
During the time( 656 – 222 H.) Kerbala was reconstructed and the 

Abbaside caliph, Al Mu’atedhid (279 – 289 H.) gave Kerbala generously 
donation and encouraged living in Kerbala through building additional 
houses leading to flourishing trade and markets in the city to serve 

visitors and arrivals.(20)

In Al Bowayhi ( 334 – 447 H.) Kerbala noticeable improved and highly 
flourished. The political, social, economic, and religious sights developed. 
The trade increased, agriculture became green, sciences ripened. Thus, 
life and activity streamed into its body, number of markets in the city were 
established to serve visitors. Rivers were dug that water Kerbala farms 
near the surrounded. Mu’iz Al Deowla was the first Bowayhi prince who 

visits Kerbala ( 320 – 356 H.) (21) in 9368 H.). Adhd Al Dowla bowayhi 
gave great priority to Kerbala ( 367 – 372 H.) and visited it in ( 337 H.), he 
gave charity and gave people of all levels.

He put money in the holy tomb and gave the prophet’s descendants 
gifts. Thus, each one received thirty two Durham. Their number, at that 
time, was two thousands and two hundreds person save other Muslims. 
He gave others and neighbouring ten thousand Durhams and allotted 
wheat and dates one thousand bounds date on common people and 

five hundred pieces of clothes, one thousand Durhams(22) to the person 
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in charge of distribution (23).
During Al Jela’ir Sultans( 738 – 814 H.) who ruled Iraq and activated 

the internal and external trade; when this state publisher, Hassan Al 
Jela’ir ( 757 – 737 H.) cancelled taxes and fees imposed on trade. He 
also built roads between Iraq and neighbouring countries. He worked 
on securing roads from thieves. He published a trade fleet for conveying 
goods and passengers. Kerbala is distinguished by trade field on other 
Iraqi cities, for tens of great merchants were prominent because of the 
trade which activated in Kerbala, that was received hundred thousands 
of visitors in addition to prosperity of agriculture. All that was due to the 
care of Al Jela’ir Sultans in this city and surmounting difficulties that led 
to flourishing Kerbala farms and increasing products ( orange, dates, and 
fruits ).

This was beside merchants travelling to many countries to bring 
goods that visitors buy for example ( clothes, perfumes, rings, swords), 
Kerbala merchants had also mills to produce (holy clay and rosaries) from 
Kerbala ground that visitors bought much quantities for blessing (24). As 
a result for this development and flourishing in Kerbala city many great 
merchants appeared for example Abdul Hassan Bin Ali Al Kerbala’i, the 
merchant Shamsu Aldin Al Kerbala’i the merchant Mejdul Din Bin Isma’el 
Al Kerbala’i the merchant Muhammed Hussei Al Kerbala’I, and other 
merchants(25). Another reason behind Kerbala flourishing in Al Jela’ir’s 
era was Al Jela’ir’s high architecture interest in Al Imam Al Hussein shrine 
(p.b.u.h.) and in his brother, Abu Al Fadhul Al Abbas (p.b.u.h. ), building 
inns, and serving visitors with free food which participated in saving 
money devoted to buy gifts(26).

The wanderer Ibn Betuta( born 779 H.) in his journey mentioned the 
development and flourishing the trade business in Kerbala city during 
Al Jela’ir ruling when he talks about his company with the generous 
merchant named Ali Bin Mansour and his arrival to Khewarizm. He 
mentioned his good merits and his generosity. He wanted to travel 
with him to India but a group of Kerbala merchants reached Khewarizm 
wanting to travel to China. So, he escorted them to China to a city called 
( Al Malik) which was the last in the over river land and the beginning of 
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China. He described him as the most Iraqi generous that I met(27).
D. Trading materials in Kerbala’s markets:
We have already mentioned that Kerbala has regular movement 

for market crafts. Therefore, activities varied in all fields including the 
agriculture. So, there was display and demand. This is in additional to its 
location as a significant commercial passage for Iraqi cities. This, in turn, 
contributed also in trading materials variation whether internally. This 
includes commercial exchange processes inside the city: protection and 
attraction; or external, that is between Kerbala and other Islamic world 
cities.

Most famous production in Kerbala markets is cloth ,dress, and other 
trading of factories working by weaving(28). From earlier time, merchants 
from Kufa city visited markets to sell clothes(29), Chinese cloth paper, 
rugs, peacocks, saddles, etc(30). it is mentioned that a Kerbala merchant 
(Ali Bin Mansour) who has been seen by Ibn Betuta, who was heading to 
China for trading and bringing fashionable goods in Kerbala markets(31). 
This is in addition to trading by agricultural products as wheat, grain, and 
rice(32) beside trading by sheep, cows due to fame of Kerbala rural areas 
in animal bringing up and grazing in its valleys.

That was what the texts referred to about goods were exchanged 
by merchants in Kerbala concerning trading ways, they varied northern, 
southern, eastern, and western. The most important road was Al Haj road 
reaching Al Hijaz Till Baghdad at north as well as Hilla road which connect 
Kerbala with Hilla markets, in addition to the road directed to Kufa.

Kerbala merchants set towards the east and Khewarizm on the eastern 
road to Iran, behind the river, eastern Europe, and on the southern and 
weastern ways. The trade with kherasan and beyond the river land took 
the famous historical road, that is kherasan road which passes through 
Baghdad, Hemedan, Al Ray, Nesabour, Merow, Bukhara, and Semergand 
which it is divided into two sides. The northern one goes to Khewarizm 
and the eastern to China. The trade was very active with Iran, that is, even 
fruits were imported with high quantities(33).
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conclusion
it is better to know the conclusions that the researcher reached to. 

these can be summarized into the following:
1.Beginning of Kerbala trade was very simple and limited to some 

goods than are necessary and can’t do without, nevertheless, the trade 
was bound to some factors. These factors causes trade expansion 
especially when there were visitors in the city, and this in turn belongs 
to Iraqi rulers authority at that time, since people from different places 
intend due to its holiness where there were security and peace and no 
attract to visitors and the holy shrine neighbours. So, in this case, the city 
expands and the trade flourishes according to the increase of inhabitants’ 
demands.

2.Most goods that was importing was unessentials that indicates the 
extent of Arab community development and its luxury that was importing 
goods that reflects a clear image about families luxury especially Abbasid 
caliph families. Besides, these goods, merchants imported both animals 
types: tame and wild. Thus, Iraqi merchants imported tigers, peacocks, 
and other many goods.

3.The goods that Iraq and all its provinces reaches either by land, sea, 
or the river. So, after reaching the goods through sea or the river, it is 
transferred in Euphrates and Tigris to settle where the merchant works. 
By land, the goods reaches through Musol or Basrah, then it is transferred 
to Kerbala or Baghdad and Kufa for they had very active trade.

4. There were three types of merchants for each one has special field 
and particular work. This is in addition to marketing variety. So, there was 
the special market and the big market (the comprehensive).
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