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Abstract

The water problem holds a prominent place among the challenges faced by
countries, especially due to certain policies adopted by some countries (upstream
countries) towards their neighboring countries (downstream countries), causing crises.
One of these policies involves not allowing a sufficient amount of river water to pass
through to the countries along the river, as seen in Turkey's approach towards lraq,
considering Turkey the upstream country and Iraq the downstream country in the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers. Turkey has asserted from the outset that the flowing waters in the
basins of the Tigris and Euphrates are Turkish waters since they originate within its
territory. Turkey argues that it is not legally obligated to allocate a fixed share to the
downstream countries while expressing its concern for assessing Iraq's need for the waters
of the Tigris and Euphrates. Turkey's actions in controlling these waters are justified by
drawing parallels with oil-rich countries that have the right to manage their oil resources.
This justification is reflected in various statements affirming Turkey's intention to
economically exploit the water resources.Former Prime Minister Stileyman Demirel, in a
statement on July 24, 1992, underscored Turkey's perspective, stating, *"The waters that
originate from Turkey are the property of Turkey, just as oil is the property of the
countries where it is found. We do not tell them that we want to share their oil, and
likewise, we do not want to share our waters.

Keywords: "Turkish water policy", "environmental and agricultural reality", "economic
and social reality"
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