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The creative Iragi poet Khalaf Dalf Al-Hadithi emerged on the Iraqi and
Arab literary arenas in the first quarter of the twenty-first century as the
most important contemporary Arab poet who combined the abundance of
production with the depth of the poetic text, along with its symbols and
its modernity. It was necessary to study the textual thresholds of his
poetic collections. The research paper tackles a semiotic study that
attempts to explore the depths of the text through a vertical reading. In
accordance with the the modern trends emerged in the arena of Arab
literary criticism, these thresholds represent the practical processes to
tackle the poetic text and influence the reader and attract him towards the
secrets of the poetic texts. There is no doubt that the first of these
thresholds is the threshold of the outer cover represented by the title, the
cover image and its background.

What the researcher reached through the semiotic approach is that the
titles in the poet’s collections were a revelation that enabled the reader to
identify the most important issues raised by the poetic texts, just as they
were factors of suspense that pushed the reader towards diving into their
depths, and the poet’s creativity was implicated in his confusing and
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stimulating titles. To question what the designer of the cover of each of
his collections created, as those covers were paintings that transported the
reader to an unlimited world of images, scenes, and ideas. This confirms
the poet’s awareness of his creative world, as he carries certain visions
that he would like to attract the reader to through the thresholds of the
cover.
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