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Abstract

Old and modern grammar books did not place " Not" in its correct
position. They included it under the topic of "making the present
tense verb accusative," focusing on its role in changing the verb's
vowel ending from damma =) ) to fatha ((=—* without
considering its meaning and its impact on the tense of the verb.
This is because grammarians were more concerned with the
grammatical movements and the theory of the agent than with the
significance of the structure. If grammarians had studied syntactic
structures as forms of expression, "¢~ Not" would have been
placed under the negation style, as it has been in the studies of
some modern scholars.
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