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interests, ideological and cultural values are considered
. among the most important factors influencing foreign
Natlona policy making. The study examined the extent of the
influence of lIragi national interests, ideological and
cultural values in shaping the course of Iraq’s foreign policy after 2003, and the
extent to which Iraq's foreign policy orientations during that time period were
consistent with the national interests of the country in comparison to the
influence of internal inter-party politics, personal characteristics of political
leaders and regional and international politics factors. The study concluded
that Iraq's foreign policy was affected differently during the various stages of
the new democratic political system established in Iraq since 2003.
Keywords: National interests; ideological and cultural values; foreign policy; inter-party
politics.
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