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Abstract:

The problem presented in this research paper is an attempt to answer the
question (Is Japan Eastern, Western, or an exception?)

Some researchers have tried to answer this question by presenting it to Edward

Said's thesis on Orientalism, as their research papers adopted different viewpoints on
the subject. One of the most prominent of these researchers is the Japanese thinker
(Daisuke Nishihara) in his study (Edward Saeed, Orientalism and Japan), who tried to
dismantle the duality left by Saeed’s theory about Orientalism as it established the
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multiplicity of the Orientalist understandings of Japan. The researcher (Richard H.
Minear), who is specialized in the Japanese studies, tried to respond to (Saeed) by
examining the vision of the Western studies about Japan, while the researcher (Naoto
Sudo) discussed (Orientalizing Nanyo: Japanese Representations in the Pacific) and its
impact on defining the identity and image of Japan, whether Eastern, Western, colonizer
or colonized by others. Furthermore, there are other research papers that attempted to
discuss the identity of the contemporary Japanese society. Is it (Eastern, Western, an

exception, unique, others)?

Among the descriptions above lies the true root of the problem of Orientalism

and Japan, as the above trends represent the intellectual and geopolitical basis for

Japan’s position towards the others and vice versa. This has become a starting point

when Japan deals with international issues and adopts positions that seem to match the

Western direction or orientation with the international events, including the Middle East
issues.

Therefore, the researcher attempts to answer the research question for the
purpose of resolving the debate between intellectuals, politicians, and others about the
basic problem of Orientalism. Have contemporary Japanese academics and thinkers
been described accurately? What is the identity of their studies? Is it Middle Eastern or
Western, with regard to the concepts of (Arabization or Westernization)? This is what
the researcher seeks to clarify implicitly in this research paper.
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