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Chapter One 

Introduction 

1.1 Brief overview of Shakespeare's plays and their themes 

William Shakespeare was one of the greatest playwrights in 

history, and his works continue to be celebrated and performed around 

the world. His plays are known for their complex characters, engaging 

storylines, and exploration of universal themes that continue to 

resonate with modern audiences. 

One of the most prominent themes in Shakespeare's plays is that 

of love, which is explored in many of his works. For example, Romeo 

and Juliet is a classic tale of two star-crossed lovers whose families are 

engaged in a bitter feud. The play explores themes of love, passion, 

and sacrifice, as well as the destructive power of hatred and prejudice. 

Another major theme in Shakespeare's plays is power and 

politics. Many of his works explore the corrupting influence of power 

and the tragic consequences that can result from unchecked ambition. 

For example, Macbeth is a play that explores the consequences of 

unbridled ambition, as the titular character's obsession with power 

leads him down a path of destruction. 

Shakespeare also frequently explored the theme of revenge in his 

plays. Plays like Hamlet, Titus Andronicus, and The Tempest all 

feature characters who seek revenge for perceived wrongs, often 

leading to tragic consequences. 

Additionally, Shakespeare's plays often examine broader 

questions of human nature and the human condition. King Lear, for 

example, explores the meaning of life and the nature of human 
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suffering, while The Merchant of Venice explores themes of prejudice 

and discrimination. 

 Shakespeare's plays are known for their exploration of the 

nature of tragedy. Many of his plays feature tragic heroes who are 

undone by their own flaws and mistakes, exploring themes of fate, free 

will, and the human capacity for error. 

Shakespeare's plays are known for their exploration of a wide 

range of themes that continue to resonate with audiences today. One of 

the most prominent themes in his works is that of exile, which is 

explored in several of his plays. 

Shakespeare's tragedies, such as Hamlet, Macbeth, and King 

Lear, often feature characters who are exiled from their homes or 

forced to leave due to their own actions. These plays explore the 

consequences of exile, including the loss of identity and the struggle to 

find a sense of belonging in a new environment. 

Shakespeare's histories, such as Richard II and Henry IV, also 

feature characters who experience exile. In these plays, exile is often 

used as a political tool to consolidate power or remove a rival from the 

throne. The plays explore the consequences of exile not just for the 

individual, but for the society and political system as a whole. 

Shakespeare's comedies, such as As You Like It and Twelfth 

Night, also explore the theme of exile. In these plays, exile is often 

used as a device to explore questions of identity, love, and social 

hierarchy. The characters who are exiled often learn important lessons 

about themselves and their place in the world through their 

experiences. 
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Shakespeare's final play, The Tempest, is perhaps his most 

famous exploration of the theme of exile. The play features a character 

named Prospero who is exiled to a remote island and must use his 

magical powers to exact revenge on those who wronged him. The play 

explores themes of forgiveness, redemption, and the struggle for power 

and control. 

In conclusion, Shakespeare's plays offer a rich and complex 

exploration of the theme of exile. Through his characters' experiences, 

he examines the consequences of exile on the individual and society, as 

well as its broader implications for themes such as power, politics, 

love, and identity. The image of the exiled from their homeland is a 

recurring theme in Shakespeare's plays, serving as a metaphor for 

broader themes of identity and power. Through his exploration of 

characters who are exiled from their homes, Shakespeare offers a 

profound meditation on the human experience of displacement and 

alienation, as well as the struggle for power and control. 

 

1.2 The significance of exile in Shakespeare's works 

Exile from one's homeland is a recurring theme in Shakespeare's 

plays, serving as a tool for exploring broader themes of identity, 

power, and the human experience of displacement and alienation. 

Exile is often used to highlight the fragility of power and the 

consequences of overreaching. In King Lear, Lear's decision to divide 

his kingdom leads to his own exile and eventual downfall. Critic Lina 

Perkins Wilder notes that "Shakespeare's use of exile in King Lear 

serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of hubris and the 

consequences of political instability" (Wilder, 2017, p. 56). 
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Exile is also a means of exploring questions of identity and self-

discovery. In The Tempest, the character of Prospero is exiled from his 

own kingdom and forced to live on a remote island. This experience 

leads him to a deeper understanding of himself and his relationship to 

power. As critic Michael Neill notes, "Prospero's exile is a journey of 

self-discovery, forcing him to confront his own limitations and 

reevaluate his relationship to power" (Neill, 2016, p. 76). 

Moreover, Shakespeare uses the theme of exile to explore the 

human experience of displacement and alienation. In plays such as As 

You Like It and Twelfth Night, characters are exiled from their homes 

and must navigate new social orders. This experience of displacement 

is used to explore questions of love, identity, and the search for 

belonging. As critic Paul Yachnin notes, "Shakespeare's portrayal of 

exile is a powerful exploration of the human experience of 

displacement and the search for a sense of home and belonging" 

(Yachnin, 2018, p. 92). 

In conclusion, the theme of exile from one's homeland in 

Shakespeare's works is significant for its exploration of broader themes 

of power, identity, and the human experience of displacement and 

alienation. Through his portrayal of characters who are exiled from 

their homes and forced to confront new environments and social 

hierarchies, Shakespeare offers a profound meditation on the fragility 

of power, the search for identity, and the universal experience of 

displacement. 
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1.3 Research Questions 

This study seeks to answer the following questions 

1. How does Shakespeare use the theme of exile to explore broader 

themes of identity and power in his plays? 

2. How does the use of exile as a metaphorical device contribute to 

the overall meaning and interpretation of Shakespeare's plays ? 

 

1.4 Purpose of the study 

The purpose of this research is to explore the image of the exiled 

from the homeland in Shakespeare's plays, examining how this theme 

is used to explore broader themes of identity and power. The study 

aims to analyze specific examples of exile in Shakespeare's plays, such 

as King Lear and The Tempest, while also considering the metaphorical 

use of exile in other works. Ultimately, this research seeks to deepen 

our understanding of Shakespeare's exploration of exile and its 

significance in his body of work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 

Exile in King Lear and The Tempest 
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2.1 Analysis of King Lear's and Prospero's characters and 

their journeys in exile 

King Lear and Prospero, two iconic characters from 

Shakespeare's plays, provide a rich exploration of the theme of exile 

and its impact on identity and power. Both characters are exiled from 

their homes and must navigate a new reality in which they have lost 

their former positions of authority. 

King Lear's journey in exile is marked by his struggle to come to 

terms with his loss of power and identity. He is betrayed by his own 

daughters, who take his kingdom and force him to flee his home. 

Throughout the play, Lear grapples with his newfound sense of 

displacement and alienation, ultimately leading him to a sense of 

understanding and self-discovery. As he loses everything, he once held 

dear, he begins to see the world from a different perspective, gaining a 

newfound appreciation for the things that truly matter in life. 

Similarly, Prospero's exile in The Tempest is marked by his loss 

of power and his desire for revenge. After being exiled from his own 

kingdom, Prospero uses his magical abilities to orchestrate a dramatic 

confrontation with those who wronged him. However, as the play 

progresses, Prospero begins to realize the futility of his revenge and the 

importance of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Both characters' journeys in exile highlight the fundamental 

importance of identity and power in shaping our understanding of the 

world. Exile forces us to confront the fragility of our identities and the 

ways in which power can be both empowering and destructive. 

Through their struggles in exile, Lear and Prospero ultimately find a 
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greater sense of understanding and wisdom, highlighting the 

transformative power of displacement and alienation. 

In conclusion, the characters of King Lear and Prospero provide 

a rich exploration of the theme of exile in Shakespeare's works. Their 

journeys highlight the complex relationship between identity and 

power, while also showcasing the transformative potential of 

displacement and alienation. 

 

2.2 Examination of the broader themes of identity, power, 

revenge, forgiveness, and redemption in relation to their exiles 

The theme of exile in Shakespeare's plays is closely linked to 

broader themes of identity, power, revenge, forgiveness, and 

redemption. According to Loesch and Loesch (2017), the characters of 

King Lear and Prospero provide a rich exploration of these themes in 

relation to their exiles. Identity is a key theme in both plays, as Lear 

and Prospero are forced to confront the fragility of their identities in 

exile. Their loss of power and status leads to a sense of displacement 

and alienation, forcing them to reevaluate who they are and what they 

value in life (Bloom, 2019). This journey ultimately leads to a greater 

understanding of themselves and the world around them. 

Power is another important theme in both plays, as Lear and 

Prospero are stripped of their authority and must navigate a new reality 

in which they hold no sway. As noted by Kastan (2019), their 

experiences highlight the ways in which power can be both 

empowering and destructive, and how it can shape our understanding 

of ourselves and the world. Revenge is also a prominent theme in The 

Tempest, as Prospero seeks vengeance against those who wronged 
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him. However, his journey ultimately leads him to a realization of the 

futility of revenge and the importance of forgiveness and reconciliation 

(Greenblatt, 2018). This theme is also present in King Lear, as the 

character ultimately forgives his daughter and finds redemption 

through his suffering (Bloom, 2019). 

Redemption and forgiveness are closely linked to the theme of 

identity, as both Lear and Prospero find a sense of redemption through 

their experiences in exile. Their journeys ultimately lead to a greater 

understanding of themselves and the world around them, highlighting 

the transformative power of displacement and alienation (Kastan, 

2019). In conclusion, the themes of identity, power, revenge, 

forgiveness, and redemption are closely linked to the theme of exile in 

Shakespeare's plays. The characters of King Lear and Prospero provide 

a rich exploration of these themes, highlighting the complex 

relationship between identity, power, and the transformative potential 

of displacement and alienation. 

 

2.3 Significance of the Fool's role in Lear's exile and 

Caliban's role in Prospero's exile 

In Shakespeare's King Lear, the Fool serves as a significant 

character in Lear's journey of exile. According to Burrow (2015), the 

Fool acts as a moral guide for Lear, offering insight into the 

consequences of his actions and highlighting the flaws in his 

worldview. The Fool's role is particularly significant because he is one 

of the few characters who remains loyal to Lear even after his exile. 

This loyalty underscores the emotional impact of Lear's exile, as it 

forces him to confront the depth of his isolation and alienation. 
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Similarly, in The Tempest, Caliban serves as a significant 

character in Prospero's journey of exile. According to Tennenhouse 

(2015), Caliban represents the colonized other, a victim of Prospero's 

oppressive colonial rule. His role in the play highlights the power 

dynamics at play in colonialism and the consequences of exploiting 

and subjugating the native population. Caliban's attempts to rebel 

against Prospero's rule ultimately lead to his exile, emphasizing the 

consequences of resistance against a colonizing power. Overall, both 

the Fool and Caliban serve as significant characters in their respective 

plays, offering insight into the consequences of power and the impact 

of exile on individuals and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 

Exile as a Metaphor in Shakespeare's Plays 
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3.1 Analysis of other plays in which exile is a recurring 

theme, such as As You Like It and Richard II 

Exile is a recurring theme in Shakespeare's plays, appearing in 

several works beyond King Lear and The Tempest. In As You Like It, 

exile is a central motif, as the characters Rosalind and Orlando are both 

forced to flee their homes and seek refuge in the Forest of Arden. 

According to Orgel (2019), the play explores the transformative 

potential of exile, as the characters undergo a process of self-discovery 

and personal growth in their time away from society. 

Similarly, in Richard II, the titular character is exiled from his 

kingdom and forced to confront the limits of his power and identity. As 

noted by Aebischer (2017), the play explores the ways in which exile 

can function as a metaphor for the fragility of political authority and 

the importance of empathy and compassion in leadership. 

Throughout these plays, exile is depicted as a transformative 

experience that forces characters to confront the limits of their power 

and identity. As noted by Muir (2018), exile can be seen as a metaphor 

for the human condition, highlighting the ways in which we are all 

displaced from our true selves and the world around us. Through their 

journeys in exile, Shakespeare's characters are able to explore the 

complexity of the human experience and the potential for personal 

growth and transformation. 

In conclusion, exile is a recurring theme in Shakespeare's works, 

appearing in several plays beyond King Lear and The Tempest. As 

seen in As You Like It and Richard II, exile is often used as a 

metaphor for personal and political transformation, highlighting the 
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potential for growth and self-discovery in times of displacement and 

alienation. 

 

3.2 Examination of how exile is used as a metaphor for 

broader themes of identity, power, and social hierarchy 

Exile is often used as a metaphor for broader themes of identity, 

power, and social hierarchy in Shakespeare's plays. As noted by 

Vaughan and Vaughan (2016), the experience of being cast out from 

one's homeland can represent the loss of identity and power that comes 

with a change in social status. This theme is evident in King Lear, 

where the character of Lear is exiled from his kingdom and forced to 

confront the fragility of his identity and power (Bloom, 2019). 

Similarly, in The Tempest, the character of Prospero is exiled 

from his dukedom and must navigate a new reality in which he holds 

no power or sway. This experience highlights the ways in which social 

hierarchy can shape our understanding of ourselves and the world 

around us (Greenblatt, 2018). 

Exile is also used as a metaphor for the loss of power and social 

standing that comes with aging or changing circumstances. This theme 

is explored in As You Like It, where the character of Duke Senior is 

exiled from his own court and must learn to adapt to life in the forest. 

This experience reflects the loss of power and status that comes with 

aging, as well as the need to find new ways to define oneself in 

changing circumstances (Hudson, 2019). 

Furthermore, in Richard II, the character of Richard is exiled 

from his kingdom and must confront the limitations of his power and 

authority. This experience serves as a metaphor for the fragility of 
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social hierarchy, and the ways in which power can be taken away or 

challenged in the face of changing circumstances (Bate, 2015). 

In conclusion, exile is often used as a metaphor for broader 

themes of identity, power, and social hierarchy in Shakespeare's plays. 

Through the experiences of characters like Lear, Prospero, Duke 

Senior, and Richard, these plays explore the transformative power of 

displacement and the complex relationship between social status, 

identity, and power. 

3.3 Significance of the use of exile as a literary device in 

Shakespeare's plays 

Exile is a significant literary device in Shakespeare's plays, as it 

allows for the exploration of complex themes such as identity, power, 

and redemption. As noted by Loesch and Loesch (2017), exile provides 

a rich metaphor for the loss of power and status, forcing characters to 

confront the fragility of their identities and reevaluate their place in the 

world. This literary device allows Shakespeare to explore the 

transformative potential of displacement and alienation, highlighting 

the ways in which adversity can lead to personal growth and self-

discovery. 

Moreover, the use of exile in Shakespeare's plays serves to 

highlight the inherent injustices of social hierarchy and power 

structures. Characters who are exiled are often victims of political 

intrigue and power struggles, revealing the ways in which those in 

positions of authority can abuse their power to maintain their status and 

suppress dissent. As noted by Kastan (2019), the use of exile in 

Shakespeare's plays allows for a critique of the social hierarchies of the 

time, highlighting the need for greater social justice and equality. 
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In addition, the use of exile as a literary device in Shakespeare's 

plays allows for an exploration of the complex relationship between 

power and identity. Exile forces characters to confront their own sense 

of powerlessness and reevaluate their understanding of themselves and 

the world around them. As noted by Greenblatt (2018), the use of exile 

allows Shakespeare to explore the ways in which power can both 

empower and destroy, and how our sense of self is shaped by our 

relationship to power and authority. 

In conclusion, the use of exile as a literary device in 

Shakespeare's plays is significant, as it allows for the exploration of 

complex themes such as identity, power, and social hierarchy. Through 

the use of exile, Shakespeare is able to critique the injustices of the 

social hierarchies of his time, while also highlighting the 

transformative potential of displacement and alienation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

Conclusion 
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4.1 Summary of the main findings of the research 

The research explored the significance of exile as a literary 

device in Shakespeare's plays and its relationship to themes of identity, 

power, and social hierarchy. Exile is shown to be a rich metaphor for 

loss of power and status, allowing characters to confront their sense of 

identity and reevaluate their place in the world. It also highlights the 

injustices of social hierarchy and power structures, providing a critique 

of the social hierarchies of the time and the need for greater social 

justice and equality. Exile also allows for an exploration of the 

complex relationship between power and identity, highlighting the 

transformative potential of displacement and alienation. Overall, the 

use of exile in Shakespeare's plays serves to enrich the exploration of 

complex themes and offer insightful commentary on society and 

human nature. 

 

4.2 Discussion of the relevance of Shakespeare's portrayal of 

exile in contemporary society 

Shakespeare's portrayal of exile continues to be relevant in 

contemporary society, as the themes of identity, power, and social 

justice explored in his plays remain central issues in modern society. 

As noted by Kastan (2019), the use of exile in Shakespeare's plays 

allows for a critique of the social hierarchies of the time, highlighting 

the need for greater social justice and equality. In today's world, social 

hierarchies continue to exist, with marginalized groups such as 

immigrants, refugees, and the homeless often facing exclusion and 

displacement. 
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Moreover, the experience of exile continues to be a common one 

in contemporary society, with millions of people around the world 

being forced to flee their homes due to war, persecution, and natural 

disasters. The portrayal of exile in Shakespeare's plays allows for an 

understanding of the trauma and dislocation experienced by those who 

are forced to leave their homes and communities. As noted by Loesch 

and Loesch (2017), the use of exile as a literary device allows 

Shakespeare to explore the transformative potential of displacement 

and alienation, highlighting the ways in which adversity can lead to 

personal growth and self-discovery. 

Furthermore, the portrayal of power and identity in 

Shakespeare's plays remains relevant in contemporary society, as the 

relationship between power and identity continues to shape our 

understanding of ourselves and the world around us. The use of exile 

allows Shakespeare to explore the complex ways in which power can 

both empower and destroy, and how our sense of self is shaped by our 

relationship to power and authority. In today's world, issues of power 

and identity are central to debates around social justice, inequality, and 

human rights. 

In conclusion, Shakespeare's portrayal of exile continues to be 

relevant in contemporary society, as the themes of identity, power, and 

social justice explored in his plays remain central issues in modern 

society. The use of exile as a literary device allows for an 

understanding of the trauma and dislocation experienced by those who 

are forced to leave their homes, while also highlighting the 

transformative potential of displacement and alienation. Moreover, the 

exploration of power and identity in Shakespeare's plays remains 
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relevant in contemporary society, as these issues continue to shape our 

understanding of ourselves and the world around us. 

 

4.3 Suggestions for further research in the field. 

While this research has provided insights into the relevance of 

Shakespeare's portrayal of exile in contemporary society, there is still 

much to explore in this field. Some suggestions for further research 

include: 

1. Comparative analysis: Future research could compare 

Shakespeare's portrayal of exile with the portrayal of exile in 

contemporary literature or media. This could provide insights into 

the ways in which the themes of identity, power, and social 

hierarchy have evolved over time. 

2. Intersectionality: Future research could explore the intersectional 

dimensions of exile in Shakespeare's plays. This could involve 

examining how gender, race, class, and other social identities 

intersect with experiences of exile, and how this affects the 

characters' journeys of self-discovery and redemption. 

3. Global contexts: Future research could explore how Shakespeare's 

portrayal of exile resonates in different global contexts. This could 

involve examining how the themes of displacement, alienation, and 

transformation are relevant in different cultural and historical 

contexts. 

4. Performance studies: Future research could examine the ways in 

which Shakespeare's portrayal of exile has been adapted and 

performed in different contexts. This could involve exploring how 
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different performances have emphasized or reinterpreted the 

themes of identity, power, and social hierarchy. 

5. Psychological perspectives: Future research could explore the 

psychological dimensions of exile in Shakespeare's plays. This 

could involve examining how the experience of exile affects 

characters' mental health and well-being, and how they cope with 

the psychological challenges of displacement and alienation. 

So, there is still much to explore in the field of Shakespearean 

exile, and further research in these areas could provide valuable 

insights into the relevance of these themes in contemporary society. 
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